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OUR PRESIDENT FOR 1953 


The President the American Association Teachers 
German for the year 1953 Werner Neuse Middlebury College. 
Professor Neuse well known both editor and the 
Dean and later Director the Middlebury German Summer 
School. Born Germany 1899, completed his studies the 
Universities Berlin and Giessen. first taught the United 
States 1927 instructor the University Wisconsin, and 
also taught Hunter College and New York University before 
joining the faculty Middlebury 1932. 


Werner Neuse’s keen interest the problems language 
teaching especially qualifies him for his new office. addition 
contributions THE GERMAN QUARTERLY, Monatshefte, Books 
Abroad and other journals, also the author various widely- 
used text-books, among the most recent which are Heitere Ge- 
schichten (Ronald Press) and Deutscher Sprachgebrauch (Ameri- 
can Book Company). has served different times member 
the Exeentive Couneil the A.A.T.G. and has been Direetor 
our Service Bureau since the Federation 
German Clubs was discontinued 1946. present working 


great pleasure introduce our members and readers 
teacher and scholar who has eontributed much the progress 
German studies this country. 


STUART ATKINS 


LANGUAGE AND GENERAL EDUCATION 


HAZEL VARDAMAN 


This article the result questioning the objectives 
the foreign language course the hope justifying the language 
requirement the general education curriculum the first two 
years college. The general education movement has stressed the 
value orientation courses for the beginner which avoid over- 
specialization, departmentalization and pedantry. Such courses aim 
acquaint the student with fundamental principles knowledge 
such way that sees their general significance for under- 
standing himself and the world which lives. 

This reconsideration the aims liberal education has 
resulted marked improvements our curriculum. The scope 
some courses has been broadened order give the student 
more comprehensive introduction the field knowledge 
question. World literature, for example, has been substituted for 
specialization American English literature. Social science 
courses have been introduced which break down the barriers 
between the various social scientific fields order afford the 
student better perspective the enfire subject through knowledge 
the interrelationships among its parts. the field the natural 
sciences new courses for the general education curriculum aim 
presenting the fundamental significant theories and their universal 
application rather than techniques and skills necessary for the 
professional scientist. 

There can quarrel with the aims general education. 
There doubt that our teaching should adjusted the 
needs our students, and that education useless bauble 
divorced from life that the student sees connection between 
the two. one can deny that the ultimate aim all non-vocational 
courses guide the student richer, better life. The 
versy arises the determination the means this end. 

When the emphasis practical usefulness construed mean 
threat the very function education. General education, 
understand it, tends rather the very opposite direction. the 


LANGUAGE AND GENERAL EDUCATION 


application the intelleetual approach all aspeets life rather 
than confining the professional activities the specialist. 
Edueation need not popularized the direction the shallow 
illuminated referring universa! and abstract pattern; 
thus the present can illuminated study the past. But 
the and the present alone betray 
the cause education itself. is, course, not enough present 
concepts. The student must also how apply 
them problems. addition, concepts should tested 
for usefulness and eliminated from the general education 
they not meet this test. 

time consider what significance this trend has for 
language teachers. have followed suit eliminating pedantry 
our presentation grammar and our the 
practical reading and speaking skills objectives which were not 
served our time-worn translation techniques. However, 
limit our objectives these two skills and ignore the broader 
aspects our subject study the nature language, are 
throwing overboard our most important contribution that fund 
basie knowledge which the purpose general education 
impart. The structure and function language may seem less 
practical than the acquisition reading and speaking skill, but 
has far broader scope application because fundamental 
the whole field communications. 

true that the ability speak and read foreign language 
more and more important the United States assumes 
role leadership world However, long language 
required subject, the average student, who not likely use 
directly, has right expect more the language course than 
the acquisition skill for which foresees immediate need. 
Reading and speaking are more than skills, and such they 
will lost quickly from disuse. Unless the acquisition was more 
than process imitation, unless study the nature 
language enriched and gave depth the learning experience, 
there not enough reward for the effort. 

Actually, impractical teach second language without 
recourse analysis language structure and its history. This 
analysis often justified only because serves the reading and 
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speaking objectives, yet profitable itself that gives insight 
into and appreciation language means expression. Skill 
and analysis need not counteract each other. Thought tends 
make any action considered and deliberate and robs its spon- 
taneity, but lends meaning the action. Measures can taken 
prevent the study phonetics, grammar and syntax from 
seriously blocking speaking fluency and reading comprehension. 
hair-splitting avoided and the broader aspects 
the subject are kept mind, some knowledge basic 
will stimulate student interest, for the average student more 
interested ideas than the memorization facts. may take 
longer teach analysis sounds and word function the 
sentence pattern than produce facility through imitation, but 
the better retention the former method might make well 
worth the time. 

There doubt that imitation sounds has been proved 
faster and more accurate tool than phoneties teaching pronuncia- 
tion, and that imitation sentence patterns has developed 
speaking fluency never before achieved through the study 
grammar. However, shortsighted neglect everything which 
does not serve the practical and immediate acquisition the 
reading and speaking skills. Our mistake the past has been 
teach the formal aspects language very poorly. The remedy 
teach better, rather than teach little possible. may 
argued that fundamentals can best taught the native 
language, and that learning second language for this purpose 
inefficient. The answer this argument that comparison 
facilitates understanding. Still more important the fact that use 
the native language guided more habit than reason, 
and the habitual resists analysis. too time-consuming teach 
second language solely habit, and the student responds 
the necessity learning fundamentals. 

well any formal aspect language study, can 
overemphasized. belief that teaching German the 
symbols are unnecessary and burdensome the student. 
However, consistency spelling German (in contrast English) 
can made meaningful only through the study the long and 
short vowel. Similarly, recognition voiced and voiceless conso- 
nants necessary for understanding the discrepancy between 
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spelling and pronuneiation such words Abend. The study 
sounds also helpful reading. The student’s failure recognize 
cognates can remedied large part simply the ability 
differentiate labial from guttural consonant. Quite 
apart from this, the student can taught this way listen 
with reference pattern well-differentiated sounds rather 
than imitate blindly. This knowledge then becomes tool 
for learning words his native tongue. 

Without doubt grammar was greatly overstressed before the era 
the reading objective. There was too much quibbling about 
exceptions, too much unnecessary terminology. Trimmed analysis 
sentence structure, however, grammar has 
place the language course. is, fact, essential for compre- 
hension the complex sentences German expository prose. 
Pedantry can avoided attention the usefulness the 
grammatical principle question. serve fluency, the 
theory can foliowed oral practice illustrative patterns. its 
function chiefly facilitate comprehension, taught for 
recognition only. One must admit the practical value grammar 
sentence, recognize modifiers, define the complete thought 
comprehension any language. 

addition teaching phonetics and grammar, the language 
course should acquaint the student with the study words. 
teacher can eliminate the tedium memorization vocabulary, 
but sheer memorization should reduced minimum. The 
study cognates and word derivation can therefore not intro- 
duced too soon. connection with the monotony vocabulary 
building that most attention should paid the motivation 
the student. Even with the most carefully graded readers, which 
introduce new words slowly interesting context, the 
tion adequate vocabulary monotonous chore unless the 
interest the student the words themselves can elicited. For 
this reason alone well worth the time briefly the 
history language. Five minutes the Indo-European family 
languages and short lecture sound shifts may motivate the 
student look for cognates. Mention the translation technique 
the Medieval monk and its influence the German vocabulary 
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might help some students understand the derivation great 
many words from the Latin. Anything which will obviate memo- 
rization should welcome. Reference word families teaches 
association. Recognition word roots and derived compounds 
allows rapid, painless increase vocabulary. Study the prefix 
and suffix not only increases vocabulary teaches word function 
also. interest words can stimulated, will naturally 
transferred the mother tongue. 

reaffirm the importance the formal study language 
does not mean neglect those aspects teaching directed toward 
the the skill speaking and reading. The complexity 
the adjective construction and the word order German make 
speaking fluency through analysis nearly impossible. Memorization 
and variation sentence patterns acquire fluency should 
accompany analysis. Enough speaking fluency should taught 
acquaint the student with the technique acquiring it. this 
connection should made aware the distinction between 
active and passive vocabulary, and must learn the necessity 
thinking the foreign language order avoid the temptation 
translating English idiom far beyond his ability. Much confusion 
the mind the student can avoided explaining the 
multiplicity objectives the language course and relating 
the drills required him the objective served them. For 
example, translation simple sentences from English German 
good exercise check the understanding grammar principles. 
such, essential part complete program, but must 
not expected that speaking fluency can attained through 
the analytical technique required such translation. The teacher, 
too, should sure his objectives. The value using translation 
from English German for the teaching the more difficult 
idioms advanced courses may well questioned. When the point 
reached which the teacher finds difficult compose 
English sentence which translates naturally, the rewards assign- 
ing such sentence for translation are very meager. Translation 
exercises are also obviously not efficient for teaching passive vocab- 
ulary, where the stress should recognition only. 

Translation from German English also serves definite 
purpose the analysis language through comparison. 
tool needed especially German, whose unfamiliar and complex 
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sentence structure often seems the beginner present him with 
only puzzling jumble words. Translation unparalleled 
diseipline preeision vocabulary English and makes the 
student aware the stylistie requirements his native language. 
However, unless translation balanced enough direet reading 
for eomprehension, the danger exists that reading skill will not 
acquired because translation habit which blocks the phras- 
ing necessary for comprehension. Such block can readily 
deteeted oral work, and practice listening can used 
check it. Comprehension the spoken word necessitates direct 
association word and meaning and creates habits conducive 
increased reading speed and better understanding. 

Whether translating reading for comprehension, the 
student will learn many important techniques generally applicable 
the understanding any language any function. will 
learn that word meaning complex which can defined with 
precision only context because varies from sentence sentence, 
from author author. The sentence like jig saw puzzle, and 
the words will fit in, only when the reader has captured the sense 
which they are being used the author. understand requires 
open mind, willingness overcome set individual patterns 
thought and speech. comprehend foreign language much 
more than mechanical translation separate words. Language 
study teaches differentiate between idiom and its meaning, 
recognize idiom English the foreign language set 
pattern expression, recognize familiar ideas unfamiliar 
form. doing so, contributes the study communications 
general. 

Another important general education trend correlation. Many 
proposals have been made recently effort relate the lan- 
guage course the subject matter the rest the curriculum. 
The danger lies neglecting our proper function for the sake 
such correlation. Since our peculiar contribution lies the study 
language, might better seek correlation with the social and 
natural sciences study the use language these fields. 
Our reading selections can varied enough include examples 
which illustrate the use abstract vocabulary and the striving 
for precision these disciplines. Such selections should supplement 
reading practice the idioms colloquial speech and study 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 

the language wit, suggestion, imagery and symbolism litera- 
ture. With such variety language can demonstrated some- 
thing adapted its changing functions. regard the language 
course the traditional manner solely preparation for the 
literature course unrealistic today, when few our students 


pursue language long enough allow any serious concentration 
literature. Our science students want able read their 
periodicals. Those who work travel abroad want able 
read foreign newspapers intelligently. Their needs must recog- 
nized. Language should serve the entire field communications 
and should not associated solely with expression. Litera- 
ture should, the other hand, not eliminated from the program, 
since important form communication and poses its own 
peculiar language problems. 

Language study deals with the manner expression. The subject 
matter the reading secondary, and provided varied 
enough include all types language problems not 
the demands the course. The language course, therefore, 
offers excellent opportunity for correlation. However, there 
are limits the free choice reading material. other considera- 
tion should interfere with the acquisition minimum basic 
vocabulary the first semester. This vocabulary often dictates 
the types reading which can done this stage. particu- 
larly important German grade vocabulary because the 
words which can learned much more efficiently 
after roots have been mastered. also important for oral 
fluency that the most common words learned early, when the 
effort required greater, the pace learning slower, and retention 
therefore better. Reading requiring distinction between active 
and passive vocabulary should not introduced until the student 
ready for it. The selection reading material from the natural 
sciences limited the necessity avoiding highly technical 
subjects which require specialized vocabulary and lengthy explana- 
tions. Area study can effective correlation with the social 
sciences, but must avoid monotonous enumerations. Literary 
masterpieces requiring difficult interpretation and introduction 
unfamiliar backgrounds are often too time-consuming fit 
into course devoted language. 


Light fiction has many desirable features for the language 
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program. readily understood and has general interest 
for all students, can selected form purposeful unit and 
integrate with other fields study. Fiction can supplement the 
social sciences illuminating personal reactions the social 
setting. can also illustrate adjustments new concepts 
the material world which the natural sciences have revealed 
man. Thus progress the social and natural sciences can seen 
reflected man’s personal problems. Another unit 
reading might show the psychology the German and the prob- 
lems posed his particular geographic, social, political and 
historical setting. This type correlation would tend supple- 
ment, rather than duplicate weakly, the work the other 
departments. 

Light fiction and expository prose general nature the 
natural and social sciences may form the core the reading 
program. language course would complete, however, without 
introducing the student the use language the literary 
masterpiece. Poetry recommended for this purpose because 
variety styles can studied short period time. Poetry 
also offers the most concise presentation some the problems 
great literature that should certainly find place our program 
are not betray the humanistic tradition our attempt 
The educator should not forget that great literature, 
like philosophy, attempt personal application and integra- 
tion the composite influences age, that example 
the most thorough and the most practical kind correlation. 


May not conclude that the foreign language very import- 
ant part the general education program? makes significant 
contributions the field communications making the student 
aware the problems that field and giving him the tools for 
self-improvement it. naturally interdepartmental that 
teaches the use language all areas communication. 
affords the opportunity correlation all fields knowledge 
means the relatively free choice reading selections. Finally, 
affords the student the satisfaction learning skill which 
can, turn, put use for the acquisition further knowledge. 
University Illinois, 

Chicago, Illinois 
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Bayarp Quincy 


not the first observe that the practice reading aloud, 
once favorite form entertainment, rapidly becoming extinct, 
and that even the ability read aloud shows marked decline: the 
number American adults who cannot read aloud ordinary 
bit prose without stumbling making unintelligible already 
alarmingly large. Regrettable this development bound 
general, takes more serious aspect when consider the 
entire field poetry, more particularly those departments poetry 
which involve patterns: patterns rhythm, patterns rhyme, 
patterns both combined. For all such patterns are essentially 
auditory nature. the poet’s ear which sets the original 
pattern, and the listening ear which confirms its effectiveness. 
Indeed, are able apprehend the auditory pattern through 
the transmitting eye, that only virtue sort recall deriv- 
ing from repeated auditory experiences. are still listening 
while look, just can read aloud without making sound. 
But all this transfer presupposes full set auditory experiences 
which the reader can draw. 

Both the patterns rhythm and the patterns rhyme are 
protected, were, the external forms verse. Rhyme, 
indeed, even evident the eye, and both English and German 
recognize what are conveniently called eye-rhymes, such good- 
blood, full-dull. While the controversy over the legitimacy 
so-called impure rhymes German continues rage, there 
denying the fact that German poets, including Goethe, have 
actually used such rhymes and are doing so. Although rhythm 
cannot actually seen, too externally manifest the normal 
speech patterns which composed. Even such line as: 

With how sads steps, Moon, thou climb’st the sky 
(Wordsworth, 1802), although every word monosyllable, 
and all are words nearly equal weight, excepting only 
reader experience will mistake for other than is, 
iambic line five feet. 

But there one component using the word now 
its narrower sense which, while vital importance, not 
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visible all, and consequently not reckoned with many 
the melodie line which written 


metrical theorists. refer 
into every verse every poem, and which ean only evoked 
sympathetie oral recitation. 

some degree, appears, any intelligent reading will produce 
one musical effect which embedded our rhymed verse. Some 
years ago inquiring investigator induced number persons 
accustomed reading verse read certain poems aloud while 
recording instrument took down the melodie line. surprising 
result confirmed the investigator’s suspicions: all cases, quite 
without any such conscious intention the reader’s part, rhyme 
word took the same musical pitch its foregoing partner, some- 
times making considerable leap get it. 

Properly speaking, any such discussion the present one should 
conducted orally e.g., should recite and you should listen, and 
your ears would confirm without much argument the validity 
the assertions made (or reject them the event that wrong). 
Since you are not within earshot, and since nevertheless seems 
important that the basic doctrine should aired, shall 
attempt means the written word, which you however must 
use basis for your own real procedures, explain, and, 
demonstrate certain propositions regarding musical 
phenomena Goethe’s verse. 

The underlying theory back the procedures which wish 
suggest simple one, and may summed under three 
propositions. (1) All speech musical. (2) Poetry makes particular 
use the music speech. (3) means exaggeration the 
musie poetry can most readily and 
made effective. Let elaborate bit. 

(1) speech musical.” This can scientifically proved 
means suitable instruments. But simple test 
any reader can satisfy himself the truth the statement. All 
that needed ‘‘sing’’ the monosyllable number 
different ‘‘tunes’’ used our current speech. With but little 
effort you will convey unmistakably any listener query, 
surprise, disgust, alarm, doubt, and variety other concepts. 
Since ‘‘h’m’’ not word and has meaning its own, 
obvious that the carries the meaning. 

the light this simple experiment, which can easily 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


extended ‘‘singing” such words ‘‘you,’’ ‘‘what,’’ and 
shall understand what meant the statement that 
the Swedes, for instance, sing when they speak: their speech-tunes, 
being different from ours, are not first intelligible us, and 
become aware them tunes, i.e., progressions. 


the essence most poetry that regularizes, the choice and 
arrangement words, the verbal style which 
and since, have just seen, each verbal pattern bound 
have its characteristic musical setting when spoken, the regulariza- 
tion words must produce parallel result the musical side. 
Our present inability hear proves only that most have 
not been listening. 


(3) Exaggeration our key. Since prove this 
point without oral demonstration, all shall say here that when 
overdose given pattern produces ridiculous 
effect (listeners will always laugh the ‘‘wrong’’ intonation 
when overdone), then the direction the exaggeration 
proven false, and fresh start must made. 


have chosen Goethe the poet means whose verse hope 
convince readers, even under the imposed the 
printed word, the soundness the foregoing remarks, because 
know other poet who offers such variety what 
inclined call ‘‘fool-proof’’ melodie effects. truly inspired 
poet, one who did not his poetry much have 
thrust upon him, frequently ready made, were, presents 
unity form and substance which uncommonly complete, 
and concomitant that fact that his lines are 
likewise highly unified and exceptionally clear. 


Before takng specific examples, let make general remark 
with regard effects speech. Every normal speaking 
voice commands musical range two octaves more. Most 
make use this range speaking without consciously control- 
ling it; our speech patterns tend become stereotyped, however, 
and the high-pitched voice means excitement (You did?), while 
the low voice may express disappointment (You did!), tenderness 
(You did!), one type anger (You did!). With little practice, 
possible for anyone distinguish three speech levels, high, 
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middle, and low, and this discussion that the dif- 
ferences between them both heard and sensed. 

initial exercise and sort ear-opener, suggest that the 
reader recite the first few lines Goethe’s Iphigenie the fol- 
lowing sequence. First, speak the lines with high pitch you 
can command, then with low pitch you can manage, and 
then with intermediate voice. thus exaggerating, you will 
find that the high-pitched reading sounds squeaky and abnormal, 
that the low-pitched reading sounds growly and unpleasant, and 
that only the middle sounds just right. 

Perhaps you will inclined say that ‘‘of course’’ Iphigenie, 
being woman sober type, speaks medium range; that the 
high voice suitable for soubrette, the deep voice for tragedy 
queen impassioned temperament. disabuse you such 
overhasty and superficial invite you try the same 
experiment two which are given Gretchen Faust: 
for this discussion that the former was not written for Faust 
the first place; the opinion voiced above were sound, Gretchen’s 
character temperament would impose itself upon these passages, 
and both would the same melodie level. But they are not, 
and you can easily convince yourself that ‘‘Der König Thule’’ 
requires low reading, ‘‘Meine Ruh ist hin’’ medium one. 

other cases, poems dialogue form, there may 
more than one pitch the same song. Thus, Erlkönig” find 
the sequence middle, low, high, much Schubert set the text 
musie: the narrator uses middle pitch, the father low, Erlkönig 
and the boy are both high. Der Fischer’’ have middle, high 
(the mermaid), middle again, and then low (the narrator drops 
mysterious depths the last stanza). 

Looking some the other poems, classify 
and ‘‘Mignon’’ and Klärchen’s song Egmont; low- 
are ‘‘Nur wer die Sehnsucht kennt” and den Mond,”’ 
name others. 

proper respect special group phenomena Faust which 
fond referring ‘‘material magie,’’ because, although 
absolutely certain the phenomena involved, equally 
uncertain how they were created. However, know 
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comparable example all literature, and invite any reader 
lines produce one. What makes this more striking 
thet within few lines Faust assumes three totally different 


metrical characters. But simply the metrical form, that 


1 1 


fourth passage constitute completely distinct reading the 
one pattern. 

save the reader’s time, will quote four lines from each 
the four passages involved. 

(a) Die Sonne tönt nach alter Weise 
Brudersphiren Wettgesang, 
Und ihie vorgeschriebne Reise 
Vollendet sie mit Donnergang. 
(b) Habe nun, ach! Philosophie, 
Juristerei und Medizin, 
Und leider auch Theologie 
sähst du, voller Mondenschein, 
Zum letztenmal auf meine Pein, 
Den ich manche Mitternacht 
diesem Pult herangewacht: 
(d) Weh! steck’ ieh dem Kerker noch 
Verfluchtes dumpfes 
das liebe Himmelslicht 
Trüb durch gemalte Scheiben 

Now, the remarkable thing about these four passages that 
although all were written the same poet, and all within 
150 lines the same work, two read alike without making 
one them ridiculous. (But make quite sure this, the reader 
must willing exaggerate each reading.) Let try make 
the differentiation clear some observations. 

Passage (a) begins the paean the Archange!s, which, originat- 
ing unbounded space, projected outward without end. (For 
firmament showeth his handiwork.’’) Accordingly, you may 


shout these verses with the utmost power your lungs, and still 
you will not absurd. pitch they are middle height, neither 
high nor low. pace they are steady, measured, and smooth, and 
there little variation stress within each line. The effect 
that vast host the march, powerfully impressive, irresistible 
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its force. contrast, you will absurd you raise lower 


your voice extreme, you whisper instead booming, 
you jerk instead marching, your voice swoops and down. 
This hymn, the grandeur which Shelley tried catch 
translation, tolerates only one kind reading. 

Passage (b) offers the greatest possible contrast, although the 
meter the same. feel that must emphasize this, for our 
metrical notation showing the contrast.) The basic 
pitch high, both tempo (quick) and accentuation are irregular, 
and tle voice level not uniform. Any attempt imitate (a) 
reciting (b) will elicit irrepressible merriment from any listener. 
But wurse, will objected, Faust Archangel, and the 
contrast the reading not even equal the contrast their 
natures. 

glanceat passage (e) disposes that argument, for the speaker 
the same and the the same, and only the mood 
different. Bu. what difference the mood, and what difference 
the reading! (b) was high, (e) low; (b) was jerky, (e) 
smooth; was rapid, moderate, and can even 
slow, which for (v). short, Faust different 
person here, and the reading must show it. the other hand, 
the moderation (e) not the same that (a); and just 
try shout (e) you did (a), and watch your listeners cringe 
grin. 

But are not done with Faust rapid-change com- 
mentator his life. passage (d), gone are both the impatient 
instability (b) melancholy (e), and instead 
face the would-be Storm and Stress, ready achieve 
freedom, need be, dashing his prison bits. would take 
all the known graphie levices set down the melodies this 
tempestuous speech, whrh runs the entire range the human 
line and down the bttom line each the four lines 
there one supreme stres: (Kerker Verfluchtes Himmelslicht 
—Trüb), which the otlers are subordinated that hardly 
recognize them accens; and these four ‘‘leaping stresses’’ 
(Sprungikten, Sievers them) are explosive outdo 
the loudest shouts Archangels. the most violent 
utterance metrically spaking with which acquainted. 
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hope have written enough arouse the curiosity the 
uninformed, and whet the appetite others whom this 
familiar ground. For one who reads Goethe with his ears open 
the musie which heard, there are rich rewards had; 
for those who are privileged introduce learners the world 


Goethe, there inestimable opportunity reveal an- 
suspected and fascinating world behind the dull black-and-white 
the printed line. 


Stanford, California 


SUGGESTIONS FOR SIMPLER PRESENTATION 
SOME GRAMMAR TOPICS 


Kaspar 


Rare, indeed, must the teacher who does not the course 
his teaching career experiment with and seek improve his teach- 
ing and who does not one time another hit upon approaches, 
methods, systems which him least are new. This must 
true particular foreign language teachers the United 
States, among whom methods surely are discussed more than 
anywhere else earth. With apologies Sir Walter Scott one 
might say: Breathes there language teacher dead who not 
even once himself has said: this method, this system mine, 
all mine. 

But having pointed this common language 
teachers, must, think, admit that their further treatment 
their discovery discoveries they differ greatly. small 
minority eager share their find with their colleagues 
generously rush into print every time they have discovered 
‘new’ technique, method, But the rest us, for 
reasons diffidence possibly more often indolence, assume 
that everybody else almost everybody else must have made 
the same discovery long ago and hide whatever light may 
possess under the proverbial bushel. From time time, then, 
there appear our professional journals reports such dis- 
coveries, all them from the generous minority group mentioned 
above. recall one such report appearing not very long ago 
THE GERMAN QUARTERLY which the suggestion was made among 
others that speaking the name Hughes with strongly aspirated 
might advantageously used develop the student 
feeling for the ich-laut. thought the suggestion good one; 
had, faet, considered ever since some fourteen years ago 
began using own classes. That many others have had 
similar experiences goes without saying. 

shall, therefore, since aware the constant experimen- 
tation going classes everywhere, carefully refrain from 
making any particular claims the originality the ‘dis- 
coveries, which privilege present this article. 
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shall, indeed, happy nothing worse befalls than what 
happened the objeet Lessing’s sharp eritieism: What 
good what says not new, and what new not good. 

purpose, then, evaluate briefly certain traditional 
terms commonly employed elementary textbooks present 
the declension the German noun, the German adjective, and 
certain phases the verb problem. 


THE NOUN 


our elementary textbooks commonly find the German 
noun, for purposes systematie study, divided into three classes 
so-called strong nouns, one so-called weak nouns, and one 
termed mixed. aim and hope dissuade every reader 
these lines from ever again employing the term ‘mixed’ 
presenting the declension the German noun and adjective 
elementary classes, and shall also register objection (though 
much feebler one) the use the terms ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ 
the same connection. objection these terms not, 
course, general one. Scholars interested 
knowledge historical grammar may continue use them 
hitherto without any objection part. But when are 
engaged the laborious task teaching the rudiments 
fairly difficult foreign language students who have little 
knowledge any kind grammar, these traditional terms, 
opinion, only add situation already sufficiently 
murky. 

When studying the noun the traditional elementary text- 
book, the bright student soon discovers that the noun adds 
some other plural ending than (e)n, ealled strong. 
adds (e)n, called weak, ie. not mixed. After 
some further study thinks discovers that noun has 
the ending (e)n added the plural but otherwise like the 
nouns called strong, the term ‘mixed’ applied it. That is, 
masculine neuter noun! feminine noun with the 
plural ending (e)n termed weak though otherwise just 
like the few feminine nouns called strong. Finally discovers 
that certain masculine nouns adding (e)n the plural and 
also differing from all other nouns the singular 
are grouped with the so-called weak feminine nouns. The student 
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puzzled, and think has right be. Some our better 
informed leagues could doubt enlighten him, but seriously 
doubt whether would worth while that any one ever 
takes time it. The student, however, accepts the confusing 
presentation, and even fortunate enough have the 
noun declension presented more reasonable manner, will 
nevertheless cling the traditional way long the textbook 
used the traditional type; for there seems prevail among 
students ingrained faith the printed against the spoken 
word. 

the student were given list German nouns for 
the purpose making outline the noun declension, 
wou'd, believe, struck the following facts: All feminine 
nouns without exceptions, all neuter nouns with one exception, 
and masculine nouns with few add nothing the 
basie form the dative and accusative singular. For feminine 
nouns this also true the genitive. All neuter nouns with 
one exception and the vast majority masculine nouns add (e)s 
the basie form the genitive singular. Leaving foreign 
nouns with foreign plural endings out consideration, there 
are four ways which German nouns form their plural. Some 
add ending, some add -e, some add -er, and some add -(e)n. 
Umlaut the first three groups classes, never the 
nouns adding -(e)n. 

the basis these facts the student now divide most 
German nouns into four according the manner 
which they form their plural. does not oceur him call 
any group weak mixed. Because all through the singular 
every noun all these groups exactly like every other noun 
its gender, far declension the student feels 
these nouns regular. may consider calling 
the feminine nouns the fourth group regular because this 
group embraces almost 100 per cent all feminine nouns, and 
the two nouns the first group and the 40-odd nouns the 
second group (of which will encounter most ten elemen- 
tary courses) irregular. But decides save the term 
for later use. comes the same conclusion regarding the 
few masculine nouns III and and the few neuter 
nouns class IV. 
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far has, sure, negleeted his outline fairly 
numerous group masculine nouns, namely, the familiar list 
der Bär, der Bursch ... der der Mensch der Narr, 


ete., some foreign words such as, der Student, der Kandidat, 


der Kommunist, and all masculine nouns ending -e. 
These nouns add (e)n the plural, feature they have 
common with group above, but they deviate from the regular 
pattern not only lacking the -(e)s the genitive singular, 
but adding -(e)n all the oblique cases the singular. The 
student decides that these nouns belong group themselves, 
and lists them his outline class His own 
this point call all nouns the first four groups 
regular and term this fifth group, made entirely mascu- 
line nouns that deviate from the regular pattern, irregular. 


Using the symbol indicate umlaut and the symbol 
indicate that umlaut occurs even the stem vowel 
the student might present his outline follows: 


REGULAR IRREGULAR 
Nouns ending Most mono- der Geist, der Mast, ete. der Junge, ete. 
-el, -en, syllables der Gott, Nouns -in, -or, der Bär, ete. 

-er ete. -tor. 

die Angst, ete. All the rest 
(40-odd) 

Nouns ending das Auge, ete. 
-el, -en, -er (8) 


-chen, -lein 


II. THE ADJECTIVE 


The presentation the declension the German adjective al- 
ways presupposes thorough knowledge the part the student 
the declension the der- dieser-words. reasonably bright 
student thus prepared and unfettered the traditional terminolo- 
the common textbook approaches the problem the German 


Exceptions: der Kiise, and the group: der Buchstabe, der Friede, der 
Funke, der Gedanke, der Glaube, der Haufe, der Name, der Same, der Wille, 


all which may said belong group 
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adjeetive deelension, will soon make the following discoveries: 
The attributive descriptive adjective always has declension ending, 
always inflected. The adjective either the only 
inflected modifier before the noun preceded limiting 
modifier with the familiar dieser-endings. the former case the 
deseriptive adjective itself has the familar dieser-endings; the 
latter case the adjective has the ending the nominative 
singular and the feminine and neuter accusative; all other 
cases ends -en. 

the basis the facts above the student now formulates the 
simple rule for the declension the German descriptive adjective 
attributive position follows: THE ADJECTIVE HAS THE 
DIESER-ENDINGS THE ONLY INFLECTED MOD- 
IFIER BEFORE THE NOUN; OTHERWISE ENDS 
(five case forms) -EN (eleven case forms). 

Neither the student, freely disposed this discussion, 
nor would object very strenuously the use the traditional 
terms ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ connection with the adjective 
declension,* but have hope shown that the term ‘mixed’ once 
more entirely unnecessary and adds nothing but confusion. 
The declension the descriptive adjective following one the 
indefinite einige, viele, etc. must also here treated 
exception the general rule. 


THE VERB 
The So-called Separable Prefixes. 

The term ‘separable prefix’ has for many years been pet 
aversion mine, and have done and shall continue 
best prevent from into the vocabulary 
students. Since, mentioned before, students generally not 
listen what the old professor says the classroom, probably 
beeause they feel sure that simply quoting the textbook 
anyway, cannot claim that efforts have been crowned with 
complete fact, because the unequal struggle with 
the printed word, even those who finally are persuaded give 


*The rule then would read: THE DESCRIPTIVE ADJECTIVE 
STRONG WHEN THE ONLY INFLECTED MODIFIER BEFORE 
THE NOUN; OTHERWISE WEAK. 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


‘my’ explanation, generaily with smile suggesting that 
they know better, but have decided humor the old fool. Never- 
theless, like, sure, great many colleagues shall 
continue call these peculiar ‘prefixes’ what they really are, 
namely, adverbs. The best that can said for the 
tory term ‘separable prefixes’ that entirely unnecessary. 
shall refrain from using some the stronger language which 
could and doubt being used many about this misnomer. 


Let present the student frequently referred this 
discussion with series simple sentences clauses, dependent 
independent, with the verb any one the six tenses, for 
instance: Das Fräulein holte gestern auf der Post einen Brief 
ab. the student asked what kind word ‘ab’ is, will 
without any prompting whatever say that adverb. Let 
him now write this and other similar sentences the six tenses. 
will, believe, very soon discover that and similar adverbs 
invariably are the last non-verbal elements the simple sentence 
any kind clause. classroom the importance 
this discovery emphasized very strongly. Since this stage 
the student knows that the past participle and the infinitive 
invariably follow the last non-verbal element the simple sen- 
tence any kind clause, the relationship between the adverb 
and the following past participle inifinitive immediately 
clear him. only necessary point out him that the 
Germans, somewhat quaintly, write the adverb and the following 
verb form together one word. There nothing all this 
that would cause the student call the adverbs prefixes. 
understands perfectly well that common combinations adverbs 
and verbs are listed the vocabularies under the adverbs for 
reasons convenience and also, perhaps, remind students 
that that always the relative position the adverb and the 
infinitive. does not have learn that form the participles 
such combinations the prefix ‘ge’ inserted between the 
‘separable prefix’ and the verb; knows that all has 
write the past participle the verb question after the 
adverb. Similarly, when ‘zu’ used with the infinitive, does 
not insert anything anywhere, but simply writes the infinitive 
with ‘zu’ after the adverb. likewise will have difficulty 
with the finite verb dependent clauses. 
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Presentation the Double Infinitive Problem. 


One obvious advantage bringing one’s ‘discoveries’ the 
attention one’s colleagues that they may then discussed 
and either approved disapproved. not always easy for the 
individual teacher test the virtue this that method 
presenting grammar topic, particularly when textbook the 
traditional kind used the students. Therefore, though feel 
reasonably sure that the suggestion about make good 
one, present with considerable diffidence and should 
appreciate any reaction the part colleagues, but, naturally, 


only after they have given the suggestion fair trial. 


well known that the two past participle forms the 
modal auxiliaries cause the student end trouble. Forms 
like gehen gekonnt gehen gekénnen haunt every struggling 
instructor his dreams. have means eliminated such 
errors from classes, but think that have achieved con- 
siderable improvement with method which should like those 
few colleagues who have not already done try. These 
are basie principles. Since these verbs are mostly used 
auxiliaries, obvious!y more important learn them such 
than independent verbs. The ‘infinitive’ form the past 
participle is, therefore, more important than the regular form. 
Each combination modal auxiliary and another verb 
treated separate verb verbal idea. For instance: laufen 
one verb, können another, and laufen können third. 


The principal parts each are follows: laufen lief ist 
gelaufen, können konnte gekonnt, laufen können konnte 
laufen laufen können. not necessary, fact, would 


serious mistake say that laufen können, können used 
participle instead gekonnt. not even necessary 
refer the combination laufen können double infinitive. 
But essential that the students drilled the prineipal 
parts laufen können, studieren wollen, lesen mögen, ete. Even 
the students the course result such drill should 
forget that there are past partieiples the individual modal 
auxiliaries, should not worry too much elementary course. 
least, had choose between teaching the student the 
elementary course gekonnt, gemusst, ete. and singen können, 
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studieren müssen, etc., should not have the slightest difficulty 
Presentation Subjunctive Forms. 

Here again have nothing new particularly striking 
offer. presenting the subjunctive forms follow the standard 
method for the series one present tense forms and for the series 
two past tense forms the strong verbs. But presentation 
the series two past tense forms the weak verbs stress 
that they too like the series one forms are formed from the stem 
the infinitive. generally let the students themselves discover 
that most the forms happend identical with the correspond- 
ing indicative forms. this method have reducing 
the number exceptions five: bringen-brächte, denken-dächte, 
haben-hätte, mögen-möchte, and wissen-wiisste. Forms such 
brennte, könnte, dürfte, appear perfectly regular. This 
may strike most good colleagues very minor point, but 
simplification and any simplification aid the 


student’s memory. 


Tufts College, 
Medford, Massachusetts 


GOETHE’S LYRIC, DEN 
ITS STRUCTURE AND UNITY 


Goethe’s lyric, ‘‘An den Mond,’’ about equally famous for the 
haunting fascination which has always exercised upon its readers 
and for the baffling resistance which has offered complete 
and satisfactory interpretation. The barriers interpretation, 
however, are largely external, and when they are removed, 
simple straightforward approach the poem opened up. Once 
taken, this approach will reveal step step the sequence and 
ultimately the unity the poem. For guidance along the way 
have certain characteristics Goethe’s art: 
his persistent interweaving the motif time, his linking and 
interrelating symbols, and particular habit lyrie 
which can observe his works. 

was himself consciously aware his individual reaction 
the factor time, indicates the autobiographical account 
his happy Rhineland journey the summer 1774 
28, ‘‘Ein Gefühl aber, das bei mir gewaltig überhand nahm 
und sich nicht wundersam genug äussern konnte, war die 
Empfindung der Vergangenheit und Gegenwart Eins: eine 
Anschauung, die etwas die Gegenwart 
brachte. Sie ist vielen meiner grössern und kleinern Arbeiten 
ausgedrückt und wirkt Gedicht immer .’’ All three 
parts time, past, present and future, are brought together 
his poem Charlotte von Stein, ‘‘Warum gabst uns die tiefen 
Blicke’’ (I, 97), his letter about her Wieland April, 
1776 (IV, f.), and frequently his works. There is, for 
instance, Prometheus’ brief and plain statement his youthful 
belief concerning the gods (I, 39, 

Weil ich glaubte 
Sie sähen das Vergangene, das Zukünftige 
Gegenwärtigen. 

the three chief symbols which uses the poem, the moon, 
the stream, the friend, all close interrelation, uses the 
second one frequently indicate the passage time and the 
life—as did many poets before him back Graeco- 
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Roman times. The symbol the stream effeetively used 
his early poem, ‘‘Wechsel” Kieseln Bache’’); 
developed its greatest range and power ‘‘Mahomets 
and strongly represented number further poems from 
der Geister über den Uberrasch- 


en” and beyond. 


But Goethe also the moon with time, partieularly 
its effect solvent time, summoning the distant 
the past into the present, and opening vistas into the future. This 
association can observed his letter Lavater August 25, 
1776, the time when the lyric, ‘‘An den Mond,” most probably 
originated (IV, 99): Nachts. Ich will wenigstens 
wieder einmal einen Brief dich anfangen, dass wir uns nur 
einmal wieder berühren. Eine herrliche Mondennacht! ich bin über 
die Wiese nach meinem Garten eben herausgegangen, habe mich 
Nacht geletzt und denke dich. Lieber Bruder, dass 
just geplagt sein musst zur Zeit, ich glücklich bin. 
mir das Schicksal einen ganz reinen Moment bereitet, dass ich 
nicht müssig sei, eine wirkende Entfaltung für die 
Later the same letter the well known poem, ‘‘Ich 
weiss nicht, was mir hier gefällt,” its earlier form (‘‘Was weiss 
ich ends characteristically with image time: 

Dass wir, von Lebenskraft erfiillt, 
holder Gegenwart der lieben Zukunft hoffen. 

Goethe has habit composition which, when once observed, 
ean great aid the reader and interpreter his poems: 
the end stanza frequently announces the theme turn 
the following stanza, sometimes obviously, sometimes subtly. 
also uses this device (perhaps not always consciously) his 
Meisters Lehrjahre, for instance, frequently indicates the theme 
main content the one following. 


There are several other matters which will gradually emerge 
during our analysis the poem, but might well anticipate 
them here for the sake clarity and brevity. The main theme 
the poem loneliness finding its way back friendship. The 
moon dominates the first three stanzas, the stream the next four, 
and the envisioned friend the last two. The first part has 
lections time past, the second leads out the past through the 
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present and the future, which the eoncern the third part. 

hardly add that purposely omitting all considerations 
earlier versions, inferred autobiographical elements, and sup- 
posed allusions particular event. Since these have the past 
led only endless confusion and fragmentalization, and 
since they are themselves deeply involved doubts and questions, 
might well let the poem, the form which Goethe 
wanted have it, speak for itself and tell what means. 
Perhaps after that can more arrive conclusions about 


the earlier version and about the personal impulses behind the 
poem, are still interested doing so. 


The first two stanzas, addressed the moon, lead into the 
healing and resolving magic the moon-lit night: 


Fiillest wieder Busch und Tal 
Still mit Nebelglanz, 

Lösest endlich auch einmal 
Meine Seele ganz; 


Breitest über mein Gefild 

Lindernd deinen Blick, 

Wie des Freundes Auge mild 

Über mein Geschick. 
The landscape about the poet filled with the misty gleam the 
moon, the tension his inner self released the soft soothing 
light also pervades the noeturnal landscape his soul. The word 
the second stanza serves bring together into parallel 
relation the external and the internal effeet the moon. The word 
turns the moon into personal being and the simile the 
next two lines intensifies that into the image friend sympa- 
thetically aware the poet’s personal fate. 

The theme the distant friend, the moon, sending down his 
melting light upon the poet’s soul, developed the next stanza 
the recolleetion distant times, joyful and sad, which reach 
over into his present loneliness. Now the inhibited images the 
past can well him again: 

Jeden Nachklang fühlt mein Herz 

Froh und trüber Zeit, 

Wandle zwischen Freud und Schmerz 

der Einsamkeit. 
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The transition the next stanzas, which are dominated the 
stream, achieved here the use the first auditory image 
the poem, ‘‘Nachklang,’’ and the image movement, 
these contrast the preceding images pervasion ‘‘fiillest,’’ 
keit’’), here plainly stated, the next stanza intensified the 
momentary feeling utter desolation (‘‘Nimmer werd ich froh’’). 


The ‘‘wandle zwischen’’ once picked the next stanza, 
specified ‘‘fliesse,’’ the poet turns address the stream with 
the same affection and intimacy with which had addressed the 
moon. Here nature finds friends again who are the first 
relieve the loneliness his soul after the reverses suffered 
human friendship. The stanza concentrates upon the theme 
friendship past, still without hope for the future, though the poet’s 
heart quickened into affection the present scene: 


Fliesse, fliesse, lieber Fluss! 
Nimmer werd ich froh, 

verrauschte Scherz und Kuss, 
Und die Treue so. 


The verb ‘‘verrauschte’’ not only intensifies the image move- 
ment still further, also brings the symbol the stream into 
relation the remorseless passage time which 
away its turbulent waves the transitory joys und 
Kuss’’) and, alas, also the chief assurance permanence and 
stability the world, namely constancy, ‘‘die Treue.’’ 

All this has been swept along the waves time, leaving him 
standing there alone. The bitter paradox that the past still lingers 
with him ever-present memory: 


Ich besass doch einmal, 
Was köstlich ist! 

Dass man doch seiner Qual 
Nimmer vergisst 


But the continuance, the persistence these memories 
brought into relation the continued, unobstructed flow the 
stream and thereby finds its resolution. The next two stanzas 
belong together 
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Rausche Fluss, das Tal entlang, 
Ohne Rast und Ruh, 

Rausche, flüstre meinem Sang 
Melodien zu, 


Wenn der Winternacht 
Wütend 

Oder die Frühlingspracht 
Junger Knospen quillst. 

The ‘‘verrauschte’’ the sad past here modified into the 
present and assenting imperative ‘‘rausche,’’ now longer with 
the implication remorseless dissipation time, but with the 
call ceaseless forward motion time (‘‘ohne Rast und Ruh’’). 
the poet’s assent the law nature and life. The word 
repeated and immediately modulated into 
and then into the image musical harmony uniting the inner 
song the poet with the outward progress the stream into the 
future. This union inner and outer parallel the 
union inner and outer light the first stanzas. 


The the seasons explicitly leads over into the future. 
When cold winter stills all life around and tries also still 
its grip the restless onward course the river, what 
results triumph the moving life over the deadening 
paralysis. surge raging resistance the swelling flood bursts 
over its banks. Death and winter are always resolved into rebirth 
and springtime, and the floods winter freshen and replenish 
the new life its reawakened glory, ‘‘die Frühlingspracht junger 
Knospen.” the Aufzug der vier Weltalter’’ Goethe has Time 
express the conciliatory conclusion (I, 16, 196): 

Der Strom der Wut versiegt seinem Lauf, 
Und Freud’ und Unschuld führ ich wieder auf. 


What happens outer nature also happens the nature 
man: after winter’s cold desolation and friendlessness new 
warm spring love and friendship will surely come. The benignant 
moonlight has dissolved the iey inhibitions his soul, allowing 
past memories well within him, and now these memories 
return normal movement the stream time. The onward 
rush the river carries the poet’s reflections out the past, 
through the present vision future friendship, companion- 
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ship, and sharing joys and sorrows. The two new-found friends 
nature, the moon and the stream, lead the poet once more 
the hope and expeetation renewed human friendship. The tragie 
experiences the past, now longer locked within him, but 
assimilated continuing life, leave bitterness, misanthropy. 
(Wornach soll man Ende trachten? 
Die Welt kennen und sie nicht verachten.) 
They change, however, bringing him the wisdom 
resignation, the knowledge that friendship permanence, worth, 
and harmonious sympathy can only with the very few 
dich zur kleinsten Schar’’) or, here, with the one: 
Selig, 
Ohne Hass verschliesst, 
Einen Freund Busen hält 
Und mit dem geniesst, 


wer sich vor der Welt 


Was, von Menschen nicht gewusst, 
Oder nicht bedacht, 

das Labyrinth der Brust 
Wandelt der Nacht. 

The images friendship increase closeness and pulsating life 
the poem moves its conclusion here. There first the 
distant moon with its gentle pervasive light, then the stream beside 
the poet with its audible onward movement and its indomitable life 
through winter spring, and finally the vision renewed 
human friendship union body and soul. The motif 
melodie harmony, first announced connection with the stream 
and its reviving, moving effect upon the soul the poet, now 
developed into the swelling, powerful, but quiet finale the poem 
with its picture sympathetically attuned human friendship. 
Here not merely the eye the friend looking down sympathy 
upon the poet’s fate, the initial stanzas; here the heart 
the friend united his, sharing that fate and responding harinoii- 
iously all the thoughts and feelings within him, however unknown 
unthought they may the generality mankind. Here 
not merely the onward meandering course the river which 
quickens the life within the soul the poet; here the friend 
his bosom who can sense, can enjoy, and can respond harmony 
all the unfathomable, unutterable thoughts and feelings which 
darkly wander through the labyrinth the soul. 
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Though the full understanding the poem all its close 
interweaving and unity connotation may only rarely have come 
full consciousness the reader, subconsciously the main import 
the poem must surely always have been conveyed many 
most readers, despite all the distracting influences extraneous 
biographical considerations which have impaired all past attempts 
interpretation. The poem could hardly have attained its 
world-wide fame unless there had been general silent discernment 
its main intent, that poem healing, consolation, 
the resolving past tragedy into renewed life and hope for 
better future. Unexplained must sound like series beautiful 
images loosely strung together some process poetie free 
association but the deep subliminal truth and sequentiality the 
association has probably always been correctly sensed even though 
not clearly analysed. 

The explanation the poem out the poem itself, with due 
consideration Goethe’s known poetic habits 
makes the usual biographical explanations highly dubitable 
not impossible. Goethe was doubt writing here out deer 
personal feeling and experience, but almost certainly not out 
any one experience even out set experiences 
connected with the early years his life Weimar. The 
poem purely about two the deepest concerns humankind, 
loneliness and friendship, loss relation man and its recovery 
the revolving cycle nature and time. 

With the same fundamental situation, under entirely different 
much the same pattern recurs many years later 
Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre. the seventh chapter the 
second book Goethe how Hilarie’s numbing grief melts 
under the influence beautiful landscape and new friendship 
(I, 24, 363 f.): ‘‘Hilariens Herz war sehr verwundet, als dass 
einen neuen, reinen Eindruck empfangen fähig gewesen wäre; 
aber wenn die Anmut einer herrlichen Gegend uns lindernd umgibt, 
wenn die Milde gefühlvoller Freunde auf uns einwirkt, kommt 
etwas Eingenes über Geist und Sinn, das uns Vergangenes, Ab- 
wesendes traumartig zurückruft und das Gegenwärtige, als wäre 
nur Erscheinung, geistermässig entfernt.’’ 

This might almost serve Goethe’s own brief commentary 
the poem, and shows what has been often observed about 


| 
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his work: the persistence symbol and motif patterns from early 
youth old age. They are the permanent and sequential which, 
together with the ever changing and mutating, make the living 
organism his artistic development, the ‘‘Dauer 


That Goethe sent the first version the poem Charlotte 
von Stein means merely that sent her, nothing more. The 
was probably only the extraneous one furnishing the 
text for beautiful song Philipp Christoph Kayser which had 
poor original text Heinrich Leopold Wagner. Even this first 
version cannot convincingly associated with his love for her. 
Any association with the death Christel von Lassberg 
has long been shown chronologically impossible for 
the first version and without internal support from either version. 
The real underlying possibilities the poem which Goethe per- 
ceived, then later, led far away from any biographical 
ship; whether between man and man man and woman does not 
matter the end. The poem concerned with the generally 
human theme man his desolate loneliness finding his way 
back friendship through the healing powers nature and time. 


The lyric its first version not. great one; its latent possi- 
bilities first had realized poetically, particularly the 
development its vital unifying middle section, but also the 
slight yet important changes which harmonize beginning and end. 
With this accomplished Goethe had brought perfection one 
the great world literature. 


This interpretation does not claim tell why one the 
great lyrics; that score the poem can best speak for itself. The 
interpretation seeks only remove the obscuring misunderstand- 
ings the past making clear the poem’s continuity, unity, 
and central meaning, that truly will able speak for itself. 


Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 


THE USE COLOR CODES TEACHING GERMAN 


Audio aids for the teaching German have been numerous 
since the end World War II. The results obtained with their 
use have varied with the aids themselves, the effectivenss the 
instructor, and the aptitudes the individual students, but 
excellent results have been achieved schools like Louisiana State 
University and Purdue, where the audio materials have been 
earefully adapted the basic course. With visual aids, however, 
the German teacher has not been fortunate, chiefly because the 
commercial market for them has not been large enough warrant 
their preparation. There are far more seventh-grade students 
social studies than there are students German, and 
the catalogues film-strip makers teem with items about glass- 
making, bird-watching and comma-placing rather than with ones 
for German instruction. 

Little little the situation improves. José Sanchez’s excellent 
list filmstrips and slides (GQ, XXV, 153-9) points useful 
body materials Germany. Such materials serve 
useful adjunct instruction, but important note 
that these items are more organically related the basic first- 
year course than are most commercially produced language records. 
Nevertheless, such materials certainly have their place the 
classroom, and can easily supplemented with excellent graphic 
materials describing travel and industry that have come out 
Germany the last year two. The nearest German consul 
New York, New Orleans, San Francisco will glad send 
some them you, and the nearest office the Department 
Commerce usually has supply them. While they may find 
immediate industrial customers among our students, they will 
least help banish the illusion that all Germans wear Bavarian 
costumes and carve elaborate euckoo-elocks. 

When speak visual aids instruction, quite possibly 
automatically think something ready-made and fairly elaborate. 
Everyone has heard the splendid results the training films 
put out during World War the Office Education, 
the Air Force, the Navy, and others. But who could afford 
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produce comparable material for German instruction? And all 
that can have smaller ones that work very well aids 
instruction. not purpose state again that the vast 
majority are Augenmenschen, that all learning takes place 
more efficiently presented visually, but simply pass 
some simple visual aids instruction which have been found useful 
students. claim made for originating all them, nor 
claimed that all are novel and unusual. 


Even instructors audio-visual and its methods 
bewail the fact that the blackboard one the least-esteemed 


visual aids. lacks glamor it’s been around too long. But 
three pieces pastel chalk red, green, and blue enable the 


instructor ‘‘explain’’ the cases nouns and pronouns most 
effectually. Pastel chalk specified because the primary colors 
the board and are not visible many angles. Use 
the red chalk underline the nouns, personal 
pronouns, reflexive pronouns, and interrogative pronouns. Use 
the green underline the dative case and the blue for the genitive. 
The nominative remains without any marking. This device can 
used either with illustrative sentences written the instructor, 
the student’s written work. ever desirable reproduce 
paradigm the board, entire words written with colored 
chalk. Thus 

der die das 

den die das 


the italicized words are written with red chalk. Then the explana- 
tion: call the words white chalk the nominative-case forms 
the word ‘the.’ the words red the accusative-case 
forms the word this seem like inconsequential 
procedure, recall the many students who can see the difference 
between der and den but who are mystified the ‘‘difference’’ 
between die (nom.) and die between das (nom.) and das 


Consider for moment the function any noun: classifies 
for all those objects with similar characteristics. When use 
noun like observe the similarities and ignore the 
differences. doesn’t matter chair? has arms. The student’s 
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mind should funetion along similar lines when meeting what is, for 
him, perhaps new noun: ‘‘accusative’’ ‘‘dative.’’ The color 
visually points out those similarities which want the student 
recognize. Without the colors, the student apt confused 
the (here misleading) similarity die (nom.) and die (ace.), 
das (nom.) and das (ace.) The student’s confusion reflected 
such unanswerable questions this: ‘‘I still don’t understand 
the accusative case. What the accusative case?’’ When you use 
colors, the obvious, consoling and instructive answer is: ‘‘The 
accusative case simply the name give all those words 
underlined (or written) red.’’ 


Similar advantages can suggested for the teaching the 
pronouns. Although student can see the differences between ich, 
mir, mich, may find wir, uns, uns confusing. apt 
annoyed sie, ihr, sie compared with sie, ihnen, sie. these 
formal groups are presented paradigms color, the student 
may understand them better. The same holds true with the re- 
flexives, especially sich, for the student can ‘‘see’’ that sich (red) 
not the same sich (green), and may therefore properly have 
different English equivalents. 


Many teacher likes prepare mimeographed notes for any 
extensive presentation material. may feel that his own 
worked out method superior that the text 
using; may wish make use some device suggested 
article The German Quarterly. either event, the mimeographed 
material saves time otherwise used preparing blackboard pre- 
sentation. Furthermore, the teacher knows that the same informa- 
tion goes into each notebook, not into each nervous system. 
When the matter cases comes such notes, three colored 
pencils replace the colored chalk. Does words each 
set individual notes seem like asking too much the teacher? 
usually done five minutes for any class. this device 
useful even one student, can afford not use it? 


This individual marking can obviated the use direct 
(liquid) process duplicator instead mimeograph. The direct 
process duplicator (also called spirit duplicator) differs from 
gelatin duplicator that uses liquid instead gelatin 
transfer ink from master carbon imprinted copies. The finished 
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work sharper and neater than gelatin duplicator copies. But the 
chief virtue the spirit duplicator from pedagogical standpoint 
this: can print five colors simultaneously. After the stencil 
prepared with color carbons, the machine does the rest. Your 
den, die, das appear already printed red. 


this point word might said about the use various 
colored mimeograph papers duplicator papers. Many purchasing 
offices schools have one-valued view mimeograph paper: 
white. Actually, comes variety colors and price 
usually more than twenty cents ream higher than white paper. 
highly practicable use pink paper for general statement 
the students about language study, departmental requirements, 
ete.; white paper for syllabus, outline daily assignments; 
yellow paper for notes; green paper for verb sheet which students 
fill out for various types verbs; and blue for ‘‘check sheets” 
sheets whereon mimeographed the written work assignment for 
private student checking when class time runs too short. The 
advantages? This systematizing encourages certain orderliness 
the student’s notebook and there correlation between 
neatness and better grades, are sometimes told their 
orientation hand-books. 


addition explaining cases, colors can used two other 
areas first-year study: the treatment phonetic symbols and 
that cognates. teaching symbols (as recognition 
adjunct only, might added), colors are employed only the 
vowel chart. When the chart drawn the blackboard, white 
chalk used for unrounded vowels, and yellow (or red) for all 
rounded vowels. Students can follow this very easily for the back 
and sounds. They can see all the more easily what meant 
front rounded vowels when the symbols for the long and 
short ‘‘6” and are placed the left (front) the chart and 
color. This admittedly novelty, but not all departments 
have the old Vietor charts. 


The listing German and English cognates seems have gone 
out style with many current text-book authors and publishers. 
Exactly why this should not altogether clear. may 
result those streamlining tendencies which require the occasional 
methodical, meticulous student consult out-of-print text-books 


E 
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for full treatment given grammatical feature, but the fact 
that cognates are absent from many current texts. Let assume 
that teacher wants introduce the study cognates, and yet 
does not want mimeograph (or otherwise duplicate) such list. 
writes the board list like this: 

helfen help 

der Affe the ape 

die Pfeife the pipe 

das Schiff the ship 

scharf sharp 
and if, where the italie letters oceur, uses colored chalk (red) 
highlight the similarities, the dullest students will get the idea, 
and the best students will get better and faster and retain 


longer. 


But the use the blackboard for such ‘‘fixed’’ items para- 
digms, cognate lists and vowel charts too time-consuming. Here 
the teacher encouraged make use what called, 
advertising and television circles, the ‘‘flip-over.’’ series cards 
bound across the top and mounted hang vertically. When the 
top flipped over, the next card appears. For the purposes 
most classrooms you need map stand mounting base, with 
36-inch tag-board stock (36 24) forming the cards. strip 
gummed cloth tape pasted horizontally across the top each card 
that least half the tape projects above the card stock. 
When these tapes are screwed between the pieces forming the 
map-holder, the cards and hang vertically. How you get 
the lettered properly? There are two ways. Many kinds 
gummed colored letters are available sets. Better than this, get 
the art department your school let students paint the ap- 
propriate lettering according your copy one the class 
projects. Request the use bright show-card colors. Many art 
students are even required learn Fraktur part their letter- 
ing technique. Most art departments will glad cooperate 
long the German department furnishes the tag-board stock. 
Such flip-over affords not only useful teaching device, but 
helpful change pace the teaching routine. 


least three reasons for using such devices these come 
readily mind. They save time and teaching energy because 
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students will learn more rapidly when the devices are used. Students 
appreciate variety and the spirit helpfulness which they sym- 
bolize. They help students learn more efficiently and retain material 
longer. But the only valid test any visual aid this: 
aid instruction? 


Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas 


THE DEVELOPMENT GOTTFRIED BENN’S IDEA 
EXPRESSION VALUE 


LOHNER 


Gottfried Benn has been and still one the most controversial 
figures modern German literature. One the most maligned 
writers for the past fifteen years, was called the Nazis 
pig, the Communists idiot, the Democrats intellectual 
prostitute, the emigrés renegade, the religious pathological 
nihilist” (I, Despite this, because it, Benn has persever- 
and saved himself for mature regeneration his expressionistic 
impulse. those not riding the hobbyhorses pseudo-classicism 
and neo-romanticism which today prance about the courtyards 
German lyrie Benn has for some time been recognized 
one the foremost European His work open 
comparison with that such 
writers Eliot, Ezra Pound, Auden and Wallace 

know from his autobiography that Benn was born 1886 
Mansfeld, Westprignitz, the son German Protestant minister 
and French mother. regards himself spiritual descendant 


are taken from the following works Gottfried Benn: 
I—Ausdruckswelt, Wiesbaden, 1949; II—Gesammelte Prosa, Potsdam, 1928; 
III—Doppelleben, Wiesbaden, 1950; IV—Trunkene Flut, Wiesbaden, 1952; 
V—Gesammelte Schriften, Berlin, 1922; VI—Der Ptolemäer, Wiesbaden, 
1949; VII—Frühe Prosa und Reden, Wiesbaden, 1950; VIII—Statische 
Gedichte, Zürich, der Lyrik, Wiesbaden, 1951. Reference 
the text are volume (Roman numeral) and page number. 

Apart from the imitations Mörike, Hölderlin and Rilke Western 
Germany, there flourishes Eastern Germany literary prostitution that not 
rarely results stanzas like this: Wunsch, die Natur bezaubern/ mit 
gärtnender Kunst fand Gehör, Beim bescheidenen Genossen Kolesnikow 
Mechaniker, früher Chauffeur .’’ Quoted from Aufbau, New York, June 13, 
1952. 

has been translated into Italian, French (both France and 

and, recently, into English. 

Eliot serupulousness style, with Pound with Auden 
formal invention and use the vernacular, with Stevens content (ideas 
the value poetry and expression). 
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milieu which Protestantisın was deeply engrained, one which 
had enriched the German spirit through its combination intel- 
lectual and gifts: the milieu the Protestant parish-house 
from which Burckhardt, Nietzsche, Dilthey, Mommsen, Wundt, 
Albrecht Schweitzer and others sprang, men who, large extent, 
have determined the character German cultural life (III, 15). 
Benn was brought Sellin, village the Neumark, and went 
gymnasium Frankfurt the Oder. Under his father’s 
urging went study, reluctantly, first theology and philoso- 
phy, but after two terms turned Today Benn 
practising specialist dermatology and venereal disease Berlin. 
Berlin the place which always attracted, ‘‘it the city 
whose glitter love and whose misery now bear with warm 
familiarity and where have the second, the third, 
and now the fourth Reich and from which nothing will drive 
(I, 111). 

Benn not only medical doctor, but also biologist and 
classical philologist. critic modern society, possesses the 
exact and solid knowledge the historian and home the 
methods modern science. the same time poet, the man 
mythic, Dionysian visions. Between these two poles, 
rigor thinking and exactitude thought, the one 
hand, and the other mixture biologism and 
fall his fundamental his idea the 
absolute reality the poem,’ his idea the disintegration 
pseudo-ideal European and beliefs, his disavowal history 
the space within which mankind can find salvation, his concept 
that tendency away from the mathematical 
and towards the creative and intuitive. 


scheint mir meine Existenz ohne diese Wendung zur 
Medizin und Biologie völlig undenkbar. sammelte sich noch einmal 
diesen Jahren die ganze Summe der induktiven Epoche .’’ (III, 20). 

See the poems (IV, and ‘‘Meer- und Wandersagen’’ 
(IV, 16). 

Wallace Stevens, with whom Benn has many things common, expresses 
similar idea: find the real/ stripped every fiction except 
one/ The fiction absolute-Angel/ silent your luminous cloud and 
hear/ the luminous melody proper sound’’ Toward Supreme 
Fiction,’’ Transport Summer, New York 1947, 144). 

See the poem (IV, 113). 
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Benn reached the publie 1912 with poems that faseinated and 
attracted the same time, one the most ruthless expression- 
ists laid bare pretentious modesty, perversity and morbidity. 
uncovered the lemurian existence the bourgeois and recreated 
what went cancer-wards® and sanatoriums. Nearly all 
Benn’s early poems (Morgue, 1912; Söhne, 1914; Fleisch, 1917) 
were pieced together the dissecting room, anatomical and 
pathological lyries medical perceptiveness, they are 
collection documents humains, ghastly, acid and uncanny. 
They forecast ‘‘die letzten Tage der Menschheit’’ and reveal the 
bestiality our world. 


Among his earliest poems the group called Morgue excited the 
most recognition, or, more accurately, demonstration. These 
are the poems doctor-poet under whose hands hundreds 
corpses have passed. ‘‘Er hat den Menschen durchgeblättert wie 
einen Katalog, hat ihn gerochen und geschmeckt, Schlafen 
und Wachen, unzähligen Exemplaren, den Heilen und den 
Morschen (V, 203). Man these early poems thought 
nauseating, sick, dying figure, ereature only brain and 
sex. Among the Morgue poems ‘‘Schéne Jugend,” about 
drowned girl whose body lies disseeted the operating table: 
Mund eines Mädchens, das lange Schilf gelegen hatte, sah 
angeknabbert aus. Als man die Brust aufbrach, war die 
Speiseröhre löchrig, schliesslich einer Laube unter dem 
Zwerchfell fand man ein Nest von jungen Ratten. Ein kleines 
Schwesterchen lag tot. Die anderen lebten von Leber und Niere, 
tranken das kalte Blut und hatten hier eine Jugend 
verlebt. Und schön und schnell kam auch ihr Tod: Man warf 
sie allesamt ins Wasser. Ach, wie die kleinen Schnauzen 
quietschten’’ (V, 3). This expressionistic poem, return 
reality with vengeance, and marked union naturalistie 
detail and impressionistie sensitivity. And this example proves 
that the early poem (contrary the later Benn) not end 
itself. When, for instance, another poem draws the reader’s 
attention the ironically sensual juxtaposition two corpses, one 
beautiful young white woman, the other horribly mutilated 


the famous ‘‘Mann und Frau gehen durch die Krebsbaracke’’ (IV, 
18), poem that shortly after its publication was translated into many Euro- 
pean languages. 
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negro, pretending that there has been love between them, when 
another shows mortician salvaging the last gold filling 
prostitute under the sanction biblical precept (V, 4), 
intends primarily emphasize the unfeeling, gruesome attitudinis- 
ing modern Benn does not tire depicting the horror and 
decay modern life images disease, the human garbage- 
pile, rats. Undoubtedly, Benn works with hyperbole these 
poems, and does intentionally. bitter. The needs 
mankind its confusion are felt most acutely and shared. 
Everything brought the lowest common denominator. Yet the 
and the experience pain obvious these poems give 
evidence his fundamental concern with the nature man (ef. 


Man brought forth the earth arbitrary act creation, 
dropped into this world accidental place and time, and 
forced out it, again accidentally (ef. VI, 67). Reason and self- 
awareness, human by-products, have constantly disrupted his 
harmonious adjustment with the rest nature. now has become 
anomaly, ‘‘a poor dog brain, weighed hard upon 
(IV, 19), fed with his head, which, 
Pameelen, central figure one Benn’s early dramas, 


for definition more painful than hunger and stronger than 
love (III, 39) has turned inwardly against his so-ealled self. 


Man has now become faulig, giraffig, unbesehneidbar, 
ohne Glauben und ohne Lehre, ohne Wissenschaft und ohne 
Mythe ewig sinnlos, ewig qualbestiirmt’’ (V, 207). Allied 
modern man’s deplorable state the question what does life mean 
And for the poet, the opening phase his writing, move- 
ment downwards dissolution and earth through many stages 
terror and torture. ‘‘Wherever you look, nothing but grief and 
heavy heart’’ (V, 201). Death the absolute dissolution. ice- 
objectivity seems have been reached here, indifference 
decaying life that disturbed any longer. These early 
poems represent world which not love, sympathy and the 


their honesty and directness these poems are like recent poem 
Randall Jarrell, Death the Ball Turret Gunner,’’ which, particularly 
its last line, conveys similar attitude and tone: ‘‘. When died they 
washed out the turret with hose’’ (Little Friend, Little Friend, Dial 
Press 1945, New York, 58). 
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moon-valley landscape are important, but deep perplexity about 
the state the human Benn the depersonalized 
authority the world death. His words are scalpel gesticulations 
and expression; the transformation strong convulsive emotions 
into language his passionate instrument. 


important change took place Benn when was doctor 
Brussels during the first world war and lived large house, 
among people whose language hardly understood. happened 
the spring, period ‘‘three incomparable months’’: ‘‘das 
Leben schwang einer Sphäre von Schweigen und Verlorenheit, 
ich lebte Rande, das Dasein fällt und das Ich beginnt 
(II, 217). This statement supplemented one Doppelleben: 
kind inner concentration began stir, involving secret 
spheres; individuality was submerged, and primitive strata were 
exposed eestatically, with rich and all-embracing images, the years 
1915 and 1916 Brussels were tremendous” (III, 23). 


This basically experience which poet gropes towards 
new shot through with speculative and meditative 
digressions resulting feeling estrangement, which tanta- 
mount world-estrangement, implying the mythic-old estrange- 
ment between man and world (ef. VI, ff.). Fundamentally the 
question that the meaning the self contradistinction 
what has been called that the incoherent organisa- 
tion mental processes modern man, their implications and 
their results. finds its most direct expression series short 
stories centering about doctor Rénne, Benn’s alter ego, and his 
other fictional heroes. them some Benn’s fundamental ideas 
are 


find similar bearing Rimbaud’s most human, most dramatic 
and most tragie work, his Saison Enfer. He, Benn’s brother poetic lineage, 
also and desperate about life, death and reality. The following could 
inférieure tout couvert peuple, comme dit, raison; nation 
science. Oh! science! tout repris. Pour corps pour 
progrés! monde marche Connais-je encore nature? connais-je?— 
Plus mots. J’ensevelis les morts dans mon ventre faim, soif, cris... 


1 
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What, for instance, this Self, asks the lecturer philosophy 
‘‘Der Garten von Arles’’ (VII, 102), where does come from? 
And reclining his armchair thinks Ephesus, the valley 
Kaystros, Tyre, decked olive-trees, the levantine sea, 
roses and sandbanks melons and palms, the mud the 
Nile and the trees Lebanon for the harbors the Pharaohs. 
This indication direction. Religion that time gave man 
security and sense belonging, since was rooted organ- 
ized, structuralized totality. But then the process individuation 
began, man’s emerging from state oneness with the rest 
nature awareness himself separate entity which 
gradually reached its climax the modern conception person- 
ality. This process finally meant growing isolation and doubt 
about man’s purpose and function the world. All the main 
figures these short stories are aware this estrangement between 
man and nature. They feel the threat unbearable isolation 
and each one them about believe the myth and its images 
rather than the reality that surrounds them. 

Rénne, overpowered desire for direct contact with reality 
that will meet the intellectual requirements and 
modern living, unable establish it. With Pameelen standing 
beside Rönne, the question reality put even more directly, more 
profoundly. He, profession, first 
hopes hold his own personality world. For 
that reason surveys everything, even the most improbable: 
“Mit der ailgemeinen logischen Funktion des Urteils und 
Vergleichens, mit der ganzen foudroyanten Methodik naturwissen- 
schaftlicher Betrachtung, mit kausaler Analyse mit allen 
derniers cris aller Psychologien versucht sich daran, dies Ich 
experimentell revidieren Alles also misst ab, alles zerstört 
er. Immer sucht das Notwendige, das neue Notwendige, was ist 
dies Notwendige?’’ (III, 39). But ali vanishes. The effort 
preserve what cannot preserved any longer vain. The modern 
Self isolated without any possibility orientation. About 
Pameelen, this representative modern Self, Benn says: ‘‘In diesem 
Hirn zerfällt etwas, was seit vierhundert Jahren als Ich galt und 
wahrhaft legitim fiir diesen Zeitraum den menschlichen Kosmos 
vererbbaren Formen durch die Geschlechter trug’’ (111, 34). 


And Western glorification the spirit reveals itself both 


— 
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Rönne and Pameelen them all intellectual achieve- 
ments really end. The eausality, developed 
Bacon, Galileo, Kepler, regarded appriori Kant, inductive- 
and empirically established Mill and Spencer, principle 
which people had relied the same extent they formerly 
relied divine providence this principle eliminated. The erisis 
European consciousness, basically the crisis the which 
according Paul Hazard began 1680, has reached its climax 
today. Faith lost and reasoning has become insufficient 
world utilitarianism and opportunism, world offices and 
honors. such world the Late Self (or the Late for that 
du, sieh an; Levkoienwelle, der schon das Auge übergeht, 
Abgänger, Eigen-Immortelle, ist schon spät. Bei Rosenletztem, 
die Fabel des Sommers längst die Flur verliess moi 
haissable, noch mänadisch analys’’ (IV, 


The four thousand years swindle the so-called continuous 
the four thousand years man’s history, this commercialized 
which generally consider the rise from primitive 
fades away for Rénne-Benn and becomes insignificant 
the fact the quiet, harmonious and truly productive periods 
the human race: ‘‘. Seele, und verweste, kaum 
lebst noch und noch zuviel, doch kein Staub aus 


interpretation the rather obscure third line the first stanza 
ein einsames Ich, auf sich selbst gestellt und nur sich selbst erlebend. Das 
ist das Zeichen seiner extremen Lage. Also auch die Unsterblichkeit, die 
Immortalität, endet für dieses Ich mit seinem eignen Tode, eine allgemeine 
objektive Immortalität gibt für ihn nicht, die allgemeine Immortalität 
ist ein ideologischer, bürgerlich-kultureller, vom Wohlwollen der Nachwelt und 
von der Todesangst der Mitwelt geprägter Begriff. gibt ihn für 
den finalen Typ, der nur sich selbst lebt, nur sich selbst gestaitet und sein 
Schicksal und seine Unsterblichkeit mit hinab nimmt, wenn die Stunde schlägt. 
Alles dies soll vielleicht dem nicht glücklichen Wort 
sich ausdrücken oder zumindest durchschimmern. dieselbe zielt 
der reichlich unpassende Ausdruck ‘Abgiinger’, d.h. der Mensch ist ein 
Samenerguss ohne Befruchtungswillen und ohne Befruchtungsmöglichkeit, 
geht die Nacht, aus dem Traum, ins Nichts und kennt keine Gemeinschaft, 
auch keine geschlechtliche mehr. Die Liebe ist das Elysium der Unproduktiven, 
derer, die nicht denken und Ausdruck schaffen können. Der Extreme seiner 
Finallage gibt auch die Liebe nicht mehr ab, behält sie für sich 
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Feldern, doch kein Laub aus keinen Wäldern nieht schwer 
durch deine Schatten fiel. Die Felsen glühn, der Tartarus ist 
blau, der Hades steigt Oleanderfarben dem ins Lid 
und brennt Garben mythischen Glücks die Totenschau. 
Der Gummibaum, der Bambusquoll, der See verwäscht die 
Inkaplatten, das Mondchateau: Geröll und Schatten uralte 
blaue Mauern voll. Weleh Bruderglück Kain und Abel, für 
die Gott durch die strich kausalgenetisch, haissable: 
das späte Ich’’ (IV, 

This ‘‘I’’ (of Rönne, Pameelen and Benn) has now regressive 
and tendencies; often has the impulse abandon 
his own individuality and pass from his twentieth century incarna- 
Zellen’’ (TV, 24), this regression clearly expressed schlum- 
mern orphische Zellen Hirnen des Okzident ach Zittern 
löst die Stunde, die This longer the with 
which history, psychology and modern science general have 
do; this with metaphysical aspects; is, 
biologically speaking, the way back from the cortex the thalamus: 
das kortikale Verblühen der Welten, der bürgerlichen Welten, 
der kapitalistischen Welten, der opportunistischen, prophylaktisch- 
en, antiseptischen Welten, erschlagen von den Wo'kenbrüchen 
des Politischen und der der Macht, Grunde aber 
aus der substantiellen Krise des abendländischen Seins heraus 
entstanden’’ (III, 38). This, course, does not mean that the 
process individuation should eould reversed, but out 


this regard another poem, Ich’’ (VIII, 48), should 
consulted. Das verlorene Ich’’ fragmented the explosiveness scientific 
formula, the loss transcendency and the questioning all historical faith. 
Benn has summarized and particularized here. looks back finally upon that 
era when single concept, non-scientific, human-hearted, pacified the rackings 
the 

This idea repeated many Benn’s late poems (‘‘Die Dänin,’’ 
Jahrhundert’’ ef. IV, and VIII, 28) and supplemented VI, 58: 
Aber Jahrtausende leben unseren Seelen, Verlorenes, Schweigendes, Staub; 
Kain, Zenobia, die Atriden schwingen ihre Thyrsusruten 
werden—, sich verändern, Veränderungen und Tiefe unter Wellen—ach, eine 
Stunde auf einer Ebene, auf meinem Glücke.’’ find remarkable parallel 
Valéry: ‘‘En vérité, tant mythes nous familiers qu’il 
est presque impossible séparer nettement notre esprit quelque chose qui 
n’en soit point’’ Lettre sur les Mythes,’’ NRF., Jan., 1952, 10). 
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the most awful modern human predicament, complete isolation and 
tormenting uncertainty, according Benn the only way 
maintaining the unity life. 


With the loss standard illusions nothing remains. And here 
begins. Benn’s nihilism, Cid Corman has written, ‘‘that 
accuracy appreciation that long ago prompted him 
the realization that life minor accident, that our sensings are 
our lives, whatever they may worth. His affirmation not 
mere standing still, but the ability move and take the punish- 
ments that life, goes, inflicts. The affirmation not the 
transcendental religious mortality, the dead dream life. 
aestheticism martyrdom; the substantive awareness and 
fulfilment the immediate. universal and independent 
speeifie something that demands, for the soul 
still looks for the absolute. Nihilism simply integrity aimed 
‘‘Die Verneinung als Denkfunktion ist von höchstem 
Rang, vom Denken erzeugt und Denken gegriindet. Sie um- 
schliesst das metaphysische Wesen des Denkens, sie ermöglicht 


ns 


seine allgemeine Bedeutung. Sie dient dem, was Kunst wird, wenr 
sie vollendet, und Erkenntnis, wenn sie tief ist: der Wirklich- 
keitsherstellung, der Produktion und Ordnung von Realität 

ihr bekundet sich Detailbekämpfung, Antiemotionismus, Ein- 
drucksfeindlichkeit—: Stil, kurz: anthropologischer Charakter” 


45). 


The disharmony the late European’s existence generated 
nihilism, but generated, the same time, the imperative drive 
restore unity and equilibrum between himself and reality 
which achieved through art. The only meaning life has for 
Benn now the realization and display his creative powers. The 
self-questioning, introspective, thinking now creates the 
pictures the universe which represent independence from 
transitoriness and superficiality. 

The change Benn (Rönne) thus becomes the vehicle for poetic 
imagination the only elue reality, becomes the fundamental 
transforming principle. The lost identity regained the act 
creation. Man becomes word. ‘‘In diesem grundlegenden Gefühl 
fiir die anthropologische Erlésung Formalen, fiir die Reinigung 


1 
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des Irdischen Begriff beginnt die neue Epoche, das neue 
Notwendige, beginnt Pameelen über der faustischen die Form— 
und Beziehungs—, beginnt die Ausdruckswelt’’ (III, 42). 

III. 

What this world expression, this 
the hint objectivation evident primitive man who through 
pottery, weaving and wicker-work gave notice the inexplicable 
urge for expression and who mutatively ereated language and 
ideas, thus setting spiritual law over and against nature. 
the anthropological law which forced man assert the anti- 
essence form and order, spiritual reality over and 
against the reality soil and blood (ef. 8). From the nihilistic 
point view, from the viewpoint modern man asking what 
remains, the world expression set against the historical world 
and against the world causality world form with definitive 

Thus Benn sees the Ausdruckswelt’’ the only possible and 
real affirmation capable persisting through change. Art the 
things and within art the poem the ultimate and 
greatest achievement and, within the poem, the word. 

erklärbare Macht des Wortes, das löst und fügt’’ (IX, 
27): 1923, few years after the deeisive experience Brussels, 
find another remarkable passage Benn’s work which tells 
something about the mysterious relation between the word and 
the lyric ‘‘I,’’ passage which Benn later years often returns 
and which with Nietzsche’s famous the intuitive 
process Ecce Homo belong the best that German literature 
has offer the Using organisms the lower maritime 
zoological order covered with ciliae comparison, and explaining 
ciliae the animal sense organs, tactile-organs, before the dif- 
ferentiation into individual sensitivities, Benn says: 
Flimmerhaaren bedeckt stelle man sich einen Menschen vor, nicht 
nur Gehirn, sondern iiber den Organismus total. Ihre Funktion 
ist eine spezifische, ihre Reizbemerkung scharf isoliert: sie gilt 
dem Wort, ganz besonders dem Substantivum, weniger dem 
Adjektiv, kaum der verbalen Figur. Sie gilt der Chiffre, ihrem 
gedruckten Bild, der schwarzen Letter, ihr allein’’ (IX, 24). What 
have here under discussion the beginning the creative 
process. These ciliae are not always active; they have their specific 
moment dependent the special constitution the organism 
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they belong to. This organism, the ‘‘I,’’ waits for his hour, 
his ‘‘southern complexes,’’ which the atomisation reality can 
performed and which freedom created for the poem through 
words. And then there such confusion eras, 
opening great typological strata, source remote and over- 
flowing, aspects, materials, guessings, fatigue, darkness, 
nähern sich vielleicht schon Worte, Worte 
dem Klaren noch nicht bemerkbar, aber die Flimmerhaare tasten 
heran. wäre vielleicht eine Befreundung für welch 
Glück, welch reines Erlebnis! Nicht umsonst sage ich Blau. 
ist das Südwort der Exponent des ligurischen 
Komplexes, von enormen das Hauptmittel zur 
nach der die Selbstentzündung 
beginnt, das ‘tödliche Final’, auf das sie zuströmen, die fernen 
Phäaken, Megalithen, lernäische (IX, 25). 
The eiliae, the tactile-organs, grope, and words, and sounds 
words which set off flow meanings and associations, evoke 
inner relationships which finaily run together the black letter, 
into perfect, well-rounded Worte, Worte—Substantive 
Sie brauchen nur die Schwingen öffnen und Jahrtausende 
entfallen ihrem Flug. Nehmen Sie Anemonenwald, also zwischen 
feines kleines über sie hinaus Narzissenwiesen, 
aller Kelche Rauch und Qualm, Ölbaum blüht der Wind und 
über Marmorstufen steigt, verschlungen, eine Weite die 
Erfüllung’’ (IX, There can never enough such funda- 


Valéry (NEF., Paris, May 1927, 615): tache d’encre... 
cet accident fais une figure avee dessin dans les environs. tache 
prend röle une fonction dans est rattrapé... 
e’est ainsi qu’un poéte saisit une alliance mots, persévére, s’y obstine 
lui donne quelque Transformation fortuit, l’inavouable, 


Valéry, who after silence about twenty years began 
write poetry again 1913: ‘‘Les mots que j’entendais ébranlaient moi... 
Des syllabes coloraient. Certains tours, certaines formes langage 
dessinaient parfois d’eux-mémes sur les frontiéres l’äme voix 
semblaient demander vivre... Mon esprit, occup& certains sujets qu’il 
s’était donnés dont n’était pas défaire les épuisant, 
trouvait s’étre construit des cercles infernaux; repassait indéfiniment par les 
mémes états lumiére puissance d’impuissance complé- 
mentaires’’ (‘‘Comment revins Poésie, Les Annales, Avril 15, 
375). 
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mental experiences, such hours, which the receptive 
and capable selecting what may seem product art. Benn 
thus believes that there are heuristic states weakness which 
finds, through words, new ways experience, new insights. 
Through words comes grips with what really matters: that 
thing impinges upon its very character, its self-existence, 
without reference any other thing. The consuming scepticism 
and the self-enveloping irony which Benn’s incisive intelligence 
wreaks upon any idea are presupposition, but they lead 
sphere creating expression. 


speaking, the experience Benn depicts here comes 
very close what Henri Bergson called the intuitive process, 
Husserl the experience ‘‘reines the 
nomenological residuum,’’ which means the ultimate region 
being where the potentially creative and intellectually active man 
recognizes the essence things which mediate universal contexts. 
The identity-searching strives for the world, descends 
like Iearus (ef. IV, 27) into the sea, falls down through ages and 
history (which left nothing but fragments and ruins and schizo- 
phrenic isolation) and steps yearningly into the eternal stream that 
flows beyond physical time, that independent all physical 
events, that performs union with language short, that 
creates myth. 


eine Stunde, bist du; der Rest ist 
(II, 59). The act ‘‘die Stunde, die the harmonious, 
unifying hour with the eternal stream life; the glance 
behind the veils where the demiurge creates and destroys the 
worlds. ‘‘der Blick die Stunde und die Gliicke, die 
Götter fallen wie Rosen Götter und Götterspiel’’ (III, 47). 
The preceding statements however, only the emotional- 
intuitive side the creative process establishing the world 
expression. But there also another element, which new and 
particularly characteristic quality modern poetry that Benn 
the artistic element. This refers that peculiar process which 


Husserl, einer reinen Phänomenologie und phänomenologisch- 


Philosophie (Halle, 1922), 59. 
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perhaps began with Poe’s Philosophy Composition, with 
Mallariné’s Valery’s aesthetic theories that mark the starting 
point for modern lyrie (evident Lautréamont, 
Nerval, nearly all the maudits, the surrealists, 
modern English and American poets). contradistinction earlier 
poetry these poets emphasize the necessity the greatest 
possible awareness while writing. This attitude implies 
that observation self, the personality the poet, 
element the creative process; paraphrase Wallace Stevens, 
process the personality mean select what may seem the 
incident the nervous sensitiveness the poet the act 
creating poem and, generally speaking, the physical and mental 
factors that condition him This new and 
deeisive quality poetry, with which can deal here only 
passing, realized and seriously considered Benn for the 
first time German literature. ‘‘Das neue Gedicht, die Lyrik, 
ist ein Kunstprodukt. Damit verhindert sich die Vorstellung von 
Bewusstheit, kritischer Kontrol!e und, gleich einen gefährlichen 
Ausdruck gebrauchen die Vorstellung von ‘Artistik’ (IX, 
7.) Connected with the idea intellectual awareness the idea 
the poem which simply underlines the function 
the craftmanship. The spongy abundance emotions 
longer decisive, but the honest and conscious dedication 
through word form with the totality one’s being. The result 
this ‘‘twofold’’ process, the emotional-intuitive and the artistie- 
fabricative, the poem, the center Benn’s 


Mallarmé, for instance called his poems Paris, 1899, 
162) and Valéry called one his most difficult poems, Jeune Parque,’’ 
‘‘exercise’’ (Poésies, Paris, 1942, 51). 

The Necessary Angel (New York 1951), 48. 

Benn very fond this term, which German literature does not 
enjoy too good reputation. fact, very often applies the term himself 
bin Artist, ich bin Prismatiker, ich arbeite mit Gläsern...’’). 
significant and interesting regard the new trend modern poetry that 
seen from statement made Cecchi (ef. Hommage des Ecrivains 
Maestricht 1927, 128): Valéry voleva far sentire non 
considerarsi poeta ma’ artifex; solo questa ‘artifex’ tendeva 
far convergere proprio senso responsibilita, forse orgoglio.’’ And 
Valéry himself: ‘‘...que devais écrire, l’aimerais infiniment mieux écrire 
toute conscience’’ (‘‘Lettre sur Mallarmé,’’ 488). 


E 
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sum this rather complex problem quote passage 
Curtius which, although refers Valery, can equally 
well applied what have tried demonstrate regard 
Benn: Die intellektuelle Emotion wird als lyrisches Thema erfasst, 
und die unausweichliche Gesetzlichkeit begrifflicher Struktur wird 
ein Mass formaler Gestaltung Jene seelische Spannung der 
metaphysichen Spekulation und jene Bindung strenge Form 
sind nur zwei Seiten desselben Prozesses, sind nur der Reflexion 
isolierbare Wirkungen derselben Anspannung des The 
poem that results from these insights initiates new type lyric 
poetry German literature. longer written sing 
bush, valley and moon; does not exist confirm moral, political 
religious views and sentiments. amoral, beyond time 
and space. itself and beyond all adjectival classifications. 


The violent, sordid constrictions Benn’s earlier poetry, the 
anatomy and the hell the laboratories, the hypnotic bondage 
medical detail have disappeared. The act writing his poetry 
now struggle with the general disorder our world, effort 
express and articulate knowledge and relationships not quite 
seen. creation for the discovery pattern imponderables 
which will lead the transcendent existence the poem through 
words. The word bearer the brain’s ecstasies transformed 
the logical term, the abstract idea suddenly potentialized 
poetic energies and employed metalogical vision, and 
objective reality created. This the formal, spiritual world, 
the poem the ens realissimum all substances expressing with 
the ‘‘greatest possible catholicity the choice 
condition 


This well shown one Benn’s most remarkable and most 
poems, (VIII, 9), which begins follows: 


confirm that there new trend, quote Bremond’s words 
this process: ‘‘Ces deux idées, non seulement combattent pas, mais 
encore elles s’appellent, elles exigent l’une l’autre, elles fondent dans 
l’autre, pour former qu’une seule notion, notion ‘poésie 
faite.’ Puisqu’elle est faite, elle est fabriquée; puisqu’elle est poésie, elle est 
inspirée’’ (La Poésie pure, Paris, 1926, 74). 

Französischer Geist neuen Europa (Stuttgart-Berlin-Leipzig, 1925), 
169. 

Wilbur, Mid-Century American Poets, ed. John Ciardi (New York, 
1950), 
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Die Welten trinken und tränken 
sich Rausch neuem Raum 

und die letzten versenken 
den ptolomäischen Traum. 
Verfall, Verflammen, Verfehlen— 
toxischen Sphären, kalt, 

noch einige stygische Seelen, 
einsame, hoch und alt. 


Quaternary, the most recent geological period, our age once 
rid the Ptolemaic dream. view the poet crystal- 
lizes the whole history man, weaving mythological and philo- 
sophical allusions, putting together juxtaposing strikingly ‘‘das 
jegliche mit seinen Gegenbegriffen’’ (VI, 39). The suggestion 
the great disorder the first stanza, with its few Stygian souls 
aware it; the indication ancient cultures and the order that 
they created the middle stanzas; and the last stanza there 
man, one the dreams God, wandering toward the Styxes 
The intensity the poem equalled its degree 
organisation. Inside its elaborate stanzas, where each word 
put into its place, the poem resembles mosaic: 


Komm—lass sie sinken und steigen, 

die Zyklen brechen hervor: 

uralte Sphinxe, Geigen 

und von Babylon ein Tor, 

ein Jazz vom Rio del Grande, 

ein Swing und ein Gebet— 

sinkenden Feuern, vom Rande 

alles zur Asche verweht. 
The movement, the rhyme, the varied pauses (dashes are 
important syntactical device Benn), are the outer form 
subject matter that has been given dramatic internal organization. 
diffienlt overemphasize the richness images, sound, 
movement and word-values presented. The effect the single 
word and image cumulative. Each word, strictly valued, 
reminiscence which reduces all sorts associations. There 
detailed information. There are only words, each 
one with complex overtones, that associative connections pile 
the poem goes and finally concentrate optically and 
intellectually summarized outlook similar that the Russian 
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school painting (Rjepin) which Benn describes his 
des Phänotyp’’: ‘‘Kein Lebenszusammenhang, keine Zeitfolge, 
nichts von Ursache und (VI, 37). Thus created from 
the juxtaposition words and ideas (and with Benn even abstract 
ideas begin flourish poem) form that may survive decay, 
form achieved through artistic craftmanship. Artistik ist der 
Versuch der Kunst, innerhalb des allgemeinen Verfalls derInhalte 
sich selber als Inhalt erleben und aus diesem Erlebnis einen 
neuen Stil bilden, ist der Versuch gegen den allgemeinen 
Nihilismus der Werte eine neue Transzendenz setzen: die 
Transzendenz der schöpferischen Lust. gesehen, umschliesst der 
Begriff die ganze Problematik des Expressionismus, des Abstrakten, 
des des Atheistischen, des Anti-Geschichtlich- 
en, des Zyklismus, des ‘hohlen Menschen’—mit einem Wort die 
ganze Problematik der Ausdruckswelt’’ (IX, 12). 


The early Benn celebrated decay, the mere decline the Self. 
The later Benn shifts the accent what paradoxically originates 
from decisive awareness decay: the poem. This poem 
the absolute form poem, poem without faith, without hope, 
addressed nobody, poem made out words, ideas, expressions, 
this poem may well again gain for the German poem world-wide 
recognition. represents what Benn has called the ‘‘Phase 
nämlich Phase des expressionistischen Stils, aber auch Phase 
des nachantiken (IIT, 202). 


Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 
Twentieth Annual Meeting 
December 28-29, 1952 


3oston, Massachusetts 


The American Association Teachers German held its annual 
meeting December 29, 1952, conjunction with the sessions the 
Modern Language Association; the headquarters the Association were the 
Hotel Touraine. The Executive Council met seven o’clock the evening 
December 28, 1952, dispose business matters the Association. Dr. 
Curt Goedsche, President, presided the meeting. The following members 
the Executive Council were present: Miss Anna O’Brien, Miss Clara 
Lawin, Dr. Elfriede Ackermann, Dr. Stuart Atkins, Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus, 
Dr. Guenther Keil, Dr. Werner Neuse, Dr. Walter Reichart. Dr. Karl Weimar 


and Dr. Emma Birkmaier. 


The following items were discussed and acted upon during the course 


the evening: 


1)The following resolution proposed Dr. Guenther Keil was heartily en- 
dorsed the Executive Council: 


Professor Edwin Zeydel, one the founders the American 
Association Teachers German, has devoted unlimited time, energy and 
talent furthering the aims and purposes our Association; and 


whereas are particularly indebted him for his splendid work 
Managing Editor The German Quarterly from November 1945 May 
1952 and for his untiring sponsorship new and fruitful ideas the 
management and contents our journal, 


resolved that the Executive Council the Association its meeting 
Boston December 28, 1952, express its sincere gratitude Professor 
Zeydel for his many years devoted, cheerful, and effective service 
our Association electing him honorary member the American 


Association Teachers German.’’ 


The Treasurer’s annual report was read and accepted. The report appears 
elsewhere this issue The German Quarterly. 


The Executive Council approved the appointment Dr. Edgar Hem- 
minghaus Treasurer the Association for another term three years. 


The Executive approved the establishment the Rhode Island 
Chapter the American Association Teachers German. 


The Executive Council regretfully accepted the resignation Dr. Werner 
Neuse Director the Service Bureau and tentatively approved the 
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moving the Service Bureau the University High School, University 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mr. Arnold Mendel, German 
instructor the high school, will service materials requested the 
members the Association. 

The Executive Council moved that the sum one hundred dollars 
granted the Service Bureau for operating expenses. 

The Executive Council approved the nomination Dr. Stuart Atkins 
Managing Editor The German Quartcrly. The members the Associa 
tion who served the nominating committee were Dr. Helmut 
(chairman), Dr. Carl Bayersehmidt and Dr. Curtis Vail. 


as 


The Executive Council recommended that the sum two hundred dollars 


placed the disposal the Managing Editor for expenses. 


The Executive Council recommended that steering committee composed 
Dr. Werner Neuse, Dr, Curt Goedsche and Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus 
appointed for the coming year with power act matters 
immediate importance the Association. 

10) The Executive Council accepted the request Dr. Emily White that the 
National Federation Modern Language Teachers Associations act 
agent approaching the national classical organizations with view 
the establishment single department language within the frame 
work the National Education Association and enter into negotiations 
with the National Education Association for department whose name 
could made all-inclusive soon the classical organizations have had 
time act. 

11) Upon the suggestion the New York Chapter, the Executive Council 
recommended honorary membership the for Dr. Louise 
Haessler, Professor Emeritus German Brooklyn College, for her 
many years devoted service the cause furthering the teaching 
the German language, literature and civilization the students 
America. 


12) Dr. Walter Reichart and Miss Anna O’Brien were appointed members 
the Committee Resolutions. 


13) Dr. Guenther Keil (chairman), Dr. Karl Weimar and Dr. Emma Birkmaier 
were appointed members the Ballot Committee. 


The business meeting the Executive Council adjourned p.m. 


The general Meeting the A.A.T.G. was held the morning Decem- 
ber 29, 1952, a.m. the Surrey Room the Hotel Dr. 
Curt Goedsche presided. More than 200 members attended the sessions. The 
report the Executive Council proceedings was approved. The report the 
Treasurer was approved and special mention was made that through the 
efforts our President and our Treasurer membership the 
Association increased noticeably this year (25 new junior members and 


new chapter members). 
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The Ballot Committee announced the election the following officers for 
the term beginning January 1953: 

President: Dr. Werner Neuse, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont 

First Vice-President: Dr. Ewald Appelt, University Rochester, Rochest- 

er, New York 

Second Vice-President: Dr. Elfriede Ackermann, Von Steuben High 

School, Illinois. 
Third Dr. Lydia Baer, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania 

Executive (to serve until December 31, 1955): 

Mr. William Schleppegrell, Hibbing High School, Hibbing, Minnesota 
Dr. Robert Ittner, University Akron, Ohio 

The President announced that the United States Office Education 
again undertaking teacher exchange project with Germany for 1953-1954, 
under which project experienced American secondary school teachers will 
exchange positions with German teachers. Descriptive materials were handed 
out, and those interested were asked apply the Division International 
Education, Federal Security Agency, Washington 25, D.C. 

Dr. Ebelke announced the reopening the Junior Year Munich 
September 1953 under the sponsorship the College Liberal Arts 
Wayne University. The junior Year program sense the property 
Wayne University but all interested furthering the cause international 
understanding. the past the program has been guided educators wide 
interests, vision and deep understanding. number these leaders are 
serving Advisory Council. The Association urged support the 
program and actively participate it. Folders with more detail are obtainable 
from Dr. John Ebelke, Wayne University, Detroit, Michigan. 

The Resolutions Committee submitted the following resolution: 


behalf the members the A.A.T.G. wish express their 
gratitude the local committee arrangement, Dr. Waldo Peebles 
Boston University (chairman), Dr. Watzinger Boston 
University and Dr. Myrvaagnes Tufts College, for the able 
planning this year’s meeting. 
The Association also thanks the members the Nominating Committee 
consisting Dr. Hubert Meessen Indiana University (chairman), 
Miss Ballenger North Oklahoma Junior College, Dr. Carroll 
Reed the University Washington, Miss Alice Schlimbach New 
Jersey College for Women and Miss Gretchen Steinhauser Roosevelt 
High School, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Association particularly 
and deeply appreciative the organization work our President, 
Dr. Curt Goedsche Northwestern University.’’ 

The business meeting the Association was followed the program. 


| 
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Dr. Stuart Atkins, the new Managing Editor QUARTERLY 
spoke the editorial policy our official journal. After brief review 
its past our editor stressed that large methodological issues our field 
will featured the future. Articles pedagogy and other aspects 
German literature and civilization for classroom use will find their way into 
the magazine. the sincere hope the editor that most the articles 
will some time interest the majority the readers. Besides the 
regular sections news and notes, chapter reports, placement service, 
personalia, announcements summer study, new features will added. 
More stress will placed realia and where they can obtained, 
information concerning leading articles other magazines and newspapers 
both here and abroud, newly published translations for the teacher 
humanities, world literature and translation courses. GERMAN 
will also keep its readers posted the progress the three year Modern 
Language Association study ‘‘The Role Foreign Languages American 
Education’’ and inform them where and how the Association and its members 
can help the project. Dr. Atkins asked the cooperation and collaboration 
all members the Association. The reputation the Association rises and 
falls with the quality its journal and this can only good the 
members the Association want be. 

The remainder the morning session was devoted Critical Analysis 
First and Second Year Texts,’’ with Dr. Meno Spann Northwestern 
University devoting his time analysis grammars and Dr. Jack Stein 
Columbia University examining the current readers the field. 

Dr. Spann indicts the modern German grammar for being modeled after 
the Latin grammar and written for philologist rather than the 
American student. The value grammar can tested one question: 
Does reduce the bewildering multiplicity language simple patterns aud 
instructions that help the student use the language with reasonable success? 
Dr. Spann’s parting advice authors future grammars is: 

adjust the grammar the teaching objective, 

substitute useful patterns and lucid instructions for ineffective 

paradigms and cumbersome rules, 

introduce basic grammatical forms reading selections well ahead 

the lesson which explains them, 

create frequency list syntactical forms, 

explain the basic principles German syntax and provide specific 

material practice them, 

reduce grammar dealing with certain its features vocabu- 

lary, 

use pattern sentences for practice which are mature content and 

stylistically correct. 

After extended analysis the many types readers the market 
today Dr. Jack Stein recommends that 
The text abolished, since does more harm than 

good for the real scientific reader, 
the nineteenth century Novelle given its well-earned retirement, 
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only the more recent type Hagboldt elementary reader used, 

superficially entertaining material sparingly used, 

reading texts (this includes German periodicals) stressing 
culture (modern social, political and usage and 
German-American relations, and material relating figures 
international importance and interest, past present, made avail- 
able the American student, 

quality should not forfeited 

selections too difficult too remote from the students’ interests 

should not used, 

introductions texts should addressed the students who reud 

the texts, 

texts and notes should carefully edited with regard vocabulary 

control, translation aids and unnecessarily large end vocabularies. 

the luncheon our President, Dr. Curt Goedsche, his talk Realistic 
View,’’ sketched optimistic and hopeful future, conditional upon our putting 
our shoulders the wheel and our undergoing careful self-evaluation. 
praised the unselfish secondary school teachers who quietly give their time 
and energy provide opportunity for language learning the face great 
obstacles. Likewise, the officers our various Chapters have done much 
contribute good fellowship and encouragement time need. According 
Dr. Goedsche, need put into effect program broader scope, more 
mature and meaningful content, and more functional approach, than 
heretofore has existed, program which appealing not only the major 
but the other 98.5% our students who come for good reading 
knowledge German, for comprehensive understanding the German 
people and their civilization, for reasonable facility understanding the 
language and fair ability themselves understood it. need 
integrate the work the high schools with that the colleges that our 
high school students will more eager continue with German when they 
enter the colleges and universities. Dr. Goedsche also questioned the validity 
various national tests. Since the present the time for action approach, 
Dr. Goedsche sent out call arms, call for offensive rather than 
defensive action asking the new incoming president, Dr. Werner Neuse, 
eall the Executive Council into special meeting consider action several 
issues, 

The Executive Council reconvened p.m. the same day consider 
the proposals Dr. Goedsche. Dr. Neuse presided. Attending members were 
Miss Clara Lawin, Miss Anna O’Brien, Miss Lucille Itter, Dr. Elfriede Acker- 
mann, Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus, Dr. Curt Goedsche, Dr. Karl Weimar, Dr. 
Stuart Atkins, Dr. Walter Reichart, Dr. Ewald Appelt and Dr. Emma Birk- 
maier. The Executive Council recommended that 
committee appointed examine the findings Dr. Meno Spann 
and Dr. Jack Stein; enumerate the undesirable features avoided 
future reading and grammar texts; state the general needs; that this 
analysis done for the secondary level and the college level and for- 
warded the publishers and the editor THE GERMAN QUARTERLY. 
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The chairman the committee Dr. Jack Stein Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City. 

committee appointed compile list topics for cultural articles 
written either German English; solicit qualified persons 
contribute such articles and after approval them forward them 
the Service Bureau for mimeographing and distribution among our mem- 
bers for free use the classroom. The chairman this committee 
Dr. Ewald Appelt the University Rochester, Rochester, New York. 
committee appointed study the problem integration between high 
school and college work; present course study and submit for 
recommendation the next annual meeting. The chairman this com 
mittee Dr. Elfriede Ackermann, Principal the Von Steuben 
High School, Chicago, Illinois. 

committee appointed examine the Cooperative and College Board 
Tests with view toward revision and submit recommendations the 
appropriate authorities. The chairman this committee Mr. 
tichard King, Director the Office Tests, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

committee appointed initiate vigorous membership drive under the 
chairmanship our Treasurer, Dr. Edgar Hemminghaus. 

The reports the above committees are the hands the 


President June 1953. The meeting was adjourned 3:30 p.m. 


EMMA MARIE BIRKMAIER 
Secretary, A.A.T.G. 


OFFICERS THE CHAPTERS 1952-1953 


BOSTON 
President: Kaspar Myrvaagnes, Tufts College, Medford, Mass. 
Vice-President: Paul Kurt Ackermann, Boston University, Boston, 
Secretary-Treasurer: Anna O’Brien, Brighton High School, Brighton, 
Mass. 
NEW YORK 
President: Kramer, Syracuse University, Syracuse, 
Vice-President: Isabella Lannigan, Syracuse Central High School, 
Syracuse 
Secretary-Treasurer: Glenn Waas, Colgate University, Hamilton, 


CHICAGO 
President: Hazel Vardaman, University Illinois, Navy Pier, Chicago, 
Vice-President: Fritz Richter, Illinois Institute Technology, 


Program Chairman: Richard Keefer, Northern Illinois Teachers College, 
DeKalb, Ill. 

Secretary: Gertrude Schlueter, Proviso Township High School, Maywood, 

Treasurer: Jeanette Hills, Thornton Township High School, Harvey, 


FINGER LAKES 
President: Victor Lange, Cornell University, Ithaca, 
Vice-President: Marjorie Bernt, Elmira College, Elmira, 
Secretary-Treasurer: Clara Munson, Elmira Free Academy, Elmira, 

HUDSON VALLEY 
President: Nita Willets, Seotia High School, Scotia, 
Vice-President: Fred Tone, Russell Sage College, Troy, 
Secretary: Ilse Selmer, Kingston High School, Kingston, 
Treasurer: Hans Hainebach, Union College, Schenectady 


INDIANA 
President: Meessen, Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Walter Ade, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, 
Ind. 


IOWA 
President: Alfred Kehlenbeck, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 
Secretary-Treasurer: Florence Anderson, Davenport High School, 
Davenport, Iowa 


LONG ISLAND 
President: Siegfried Muller, Adelphi College, Garden City, 
Vice-President: Fred Churchill, Hofstra College, Hempstead, 
Secretary: Willard Leusch, Hempstead High, Hempstead, 
Treasurer: Ruth Baker Kantz, Freeport High School, Freeport, 


METROPOLITAN 
President: Maxim Newmark, Brooklyn Technical High School, Brooklyn, 
Vice-President: Jeanette Eilenberg, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, 
Secretary: Jack Stein, Columbia University, New York, 
Treasurer: Anna Pappel, Grover Cleveland High School, New York, 
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MICHIGAN 
President: Bihl, Wayne University, Detroit, Mich. 
Vice-President: Nordmeyer, University Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Frank Braun, University Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 


MINNESOTA 
President: Evelyn Albinson, Macnlester College, St. Paul, Minn. 
Vice-President: Evelyn Denison, Washburn High School, Minneapolis, 
Secretary-Treasurer: Arnold Mendel, University High School, Univers- 
ity Minneapolis, Minneapolis 14, Minn. 


NEW JERSEY 
President: Werner Hollmann, Princeton University, Princeton, 
Vice-President: Alice Schlimbach, New Jersey for Women, New 
Brunswick, 
Secretary: Eva Wunderlich, Upsala College, East Orange, 
Treasurer: Melinda King, Senior High School, New Brunswick, 


OHIO 
President: William Schreiber, College Wooster, Wooster, Ohio 
Vice-President: Paul Hahn, Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio 
Secretary-Treasurer: Joseph Reichard, Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio 


OKLAHOMA 

President: Johannes Malthaner, University Oklahoma, Norman, Okla. 

First Vice-President: Oscar Fesel, Oklahoma Military Academy, Clare- 
more, Okla. 

Second Vice-President: Agnes Evins, Eastern Oklahoma M., Wilbur- 
ton, Okla. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Sara Ballenger, Northern Oklahoma Junior Col- 
lege, Tonkawa, Okla. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

President: Carroll Reed, University Washington, Seattle, Wash. 

First Vice-President: Arne Lindberg, State College Washington, Pull- 
man, Wash. 

Second Vice-President: William Roecker, University Oregon, Eugene, 
Ore. 

Secretary: Stanley Kimball, Lincoln High School, Seattle, Wash. 

Treasurer: Otto Bachimont, College Puget Sound, Tacoma, Wash. 


PHILADELPHIA 
President: Russell Snyder, Swarthmore High School, Swarthmore, Pa. 
Vice-President: George Rathje, Washington College, Chestertown, Md. 
Secretary: Heinz Planitz, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Treasurer: Adolph Gorr, University Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Pa. 


RHODE ISLAND 
President: Lucille Itter, University Rhode Island, Kingston, 
Vice-President: Rose Presel, Hope High School, Providence, 
Second Vice-President: Esther Hagstrom, East Pawtucket High School, 
Pawtucket, 
Secretary-Treasurer: Karl Weimar, Brown University, Providence, 


OFFICERS CHAPTERS 1952-1953 


ROCHESTER 
President: Adelaide Biesenbach, Monroe High School, Rochester, 
Secretary-Treasurer: William Cooley, Jr., University Rochester, 
Rochester, 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (MLA Southern California) 
Chairman: Selma Rosenfeld, Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Lillian Albrecht, John Muir College, Pasadena, Calif. 


WESTERN NEW YORK 
President: Alan Pfeffer, University Buffalo, Buffalo, 
First Vice-President: Cornelia Metz, South Park High School, Buffalo, 
Second Vice-President: Hubert Wilkens, Amherst-Central High School, 
Snyder, 
Third Vice-President: Anna Leonhardt, North Tonawanda High School, 
North Tonawanda, 
Secretary: Alice Schelosky, Salle High School, Niagara Falls, 
Treasurer: Emilie Mayer, Bennett High School, Buffalo, 
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TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 


Balance December 1951: 


Corn Exchange Bank Trust Co., New York, N.Y..... 6,212.61 6,582.61 


Statement Receipts: 


GERMAN QUARTERLY subscriptions............. 138.90 
1,770.62 
Library subscriptions GERMAN QUARTERLY.... 
1,089.35 
Advertising GERMAN QUARTERLY............ 1,242.35 
146.61 
Back numbers GERMAN QUARTERLY........ 104.60 
Royalties ‘‘Minimum Standard German 

87.60 


$11,892.08 


Statement Disbursements: 


Stationery, postage, telephone 214.56 
186.70 
450.00 
President, Managing Editor, Secretary ............ 104.67 
33.00 
23.05 


4,564.10 


7,327.98 
Actual Balance December 1952: 


Corn Exchange Bank Trust Co., New York, N.Y..... 6,957.98 7,327.98 


Respectfully submitted by: 
HEMMINGHAUS, Treasurer 


have examined the Treasurer’s accounts and certify that his report shows 
the true and correct condition the finances the American Association 
Teachers German for the year ending December 1952. 


BAYERSCHMIDT 
Columbia University 
December 22, 1952 New York, New York 


NOTES 


NEWS AND 


METROPOLITAN CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 

The Annual Luncheon Meeting the Metropolitan Chapter was held 
Saturday, May 10, the Columbia University Faculty Club. The group 
heard stimulating address Professor Julius Schwietering the University 
Frankfurt, Visiting Professor the Germanies Department Columbia 
University for the Spring Semester. The address, entitled neue Methoden 
der deutschen Volkskunde,’’ dealt with aud demonstrated the new sociological 
approach which treats folk materials functional outgrowths social 
conditions rather than manifestations folk art. Professor Schwietering 
gave some striking illustrations from folk poetry and tale show organic 
connection with the group and the necessity for knowing 
the make-up the group for true understanding the folk product. 
prolonged discussion after the address testified the interest had aroused. 

brief business meeting, the officers elected the previous year were 
unanimously re-elected serve for 1952-53. They are: President, Dr. Maxim 
Newmark, Brooklyn Technical High School; Vice-President, Professor Jeanette 
Eilenberg, Brooklyn College; Secretary, Professor Jack Stein, Columbia 
Treasurer, Mrs. Anna Pappel, Grover Cleveland High School. 

Professor Jeanette Eilenberg Brooklyn College testimonial 
respect and admiration memory John White, member the Metro- 
politan Chapter and former head the German Department Brooklyn 
College, who died March 29. The members rose for moment silence 


tribute his memory. 
Columbia University Jack Secretary 


FINANCIAL REPORT THE COMMITTEE AID THE 
RESUMPTION PUBLICATION THE GRILLPARZER JAHRBUCH 


Dorothy Lasher-Schlitt, Treasurer the Grillparzer Jahrbuch Committee 
(Ernst Feise, Robert Herndon Fife, Dorothy Lasher-Schlitt, Jack Madison 
Stein, Hermann Weigand, Edwin Zeydel) reports that $188.45 were col- 
lected, which with interest made total $190.00. There were expenses; 
thirty contributors made contributions ranging from $20 each. The 
contributors were Egon Bergson, Coenen, Ernest Eckelmann, Jeanette 
Eilenberg, Walter Erhorn, Robert Fife, Wilhelm Gaede, Helena 
Gamer, Carl Hammer Jr., Lilli Hathaway, Alan Holske, Myra Jessen, 
Dorothy Lasher-Schlitt, Grant Loomis, Matenko, Franz Mautner, 
Walter Naumann, Lawrence Price, Pusey, Arthur Remy, 
Anthony Scenna, Etta Schreiber, Detlev Schumann, Ellin Silvermann, 
Abraham Suhl, Gisela Stein, Henry Stevens, Celia Trunz, Hermann 
Weigand and Edwin Zeydel. 
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The sum collected was transmitted Dr. Kurt Frieberger, the president 
the Grillparzer Gesellschaft, who acknowledged receipt follows: 
Bestaetigung. Der gefertigte Präsident der bestätigt 
mit dem ergebensten Dank, heutigen Tage als Beitrag für die Wieder- 
Herausgabe des ‘Grillparzer-Jahrbuchs’ eine Spende von Gönnern 
Betrage von Schilling 5130.— Worten fünftausendeinhundertdreissig 
Schillinge übernommen haben. (signed) Dr. Kurt Frieberger.’’ 


HONOR AWARD 

The Associated Press reported under date-line Kiel, October 21, 1952, 
follows: State Schleswig-Holstein today announced honor award 
has been given Prof. Thomas Riley Brunswick, Me., for saving 
8-year-old German boy from drowning the Baltic Sea last August. Riley 
was then study tour Germany.’’ Professor Riley member the 
A.A.T.G. 

PLACEMENT SERVICE 

Graduate Davidson College, age 25, has taught French and English, 
graduate study German University North Carolina, present student 
Duke Divinity School, seeks private publie position teach German 
combination with French and English. Excellent references. Key: 8-A. 


DR. EVERETT CALVERT 
The American Book Company has announced that Dr. Everett Calvert 
has been appointed Editor-in-Chief September 1952, succeed 
Livengood. Dr. Calvert will located the New York Office American 
Book Company, Fifth Avenue, New York after September 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONFERENCE 
The University Kentucky announces that its Sixth Foreign Language 
Conference will held the University April 23-24, 1953 with the theme 
America Foreign Language Conscious.’’ Among the several sections 


there will ones devoted German and High School Teaching Modern 


Languages. 
GERMAN STUDY HOUR 

For the third year the Department Languages the University 
Washington will sponsor four-week study program the University 
Munich. The approximate dates will July September 1953. Credits, 
granted registration the University Washington Summer term, may 
obtained German conversation, reading, and literature the intermediate, 
advanced, and possibly elementary levels. Some previous knowledge German 
desirable. The cost the trip will $650, plus $37.50 for those who wish 
University Washington credits. Because scarcity steamship space, 
very early registration advised. For further information, write Professor 
Rey, 113 Denny Hall, University Washington, Seattle Washington. 


REVIEWS 


Essays GERMAN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE Honor THEODORE 
(Ed. ALAN (The University Buffalo Studies, 
vol. 20, No. May 1952). pp. 


This volume The University Buffalo Studies does honor one the 
distinguished members our profession. Provided with foreward concerning 
Prof. Hewitt’s career Alan Pfeffer and bibliography Prof. Hewitt’s 
works, the body the volume consists contributions colleagues and 
students the late teacher and scholar. 


The first contribution, Universale Repräsentation bei Thomas Mann, 
Fritz Kaufmann, the significance the characters 
the works Thomas Mann terms the Leibnitzian monad. While the 
metaphysical language this article makes somewhat heavy going, the author’s 
eritical and analytical insight seems both sensitive and sound, 


Prof. Curtis Vail, the second article, The Fosition Pronoun 
Objects Classical German, deals with the perplexing problem word order 
when both indirect and direct object are pronominal forms. presents 
several sets examples from the classical German authors; the results here 
are negative with respect any fixed rule. One may doubt that the more 
less grammatical rule which Prof. Vail hopes 
for from analysis more modern material will ever come about, view 
the many intangibles and variables present here. 


The third essay, Alan Pfeffer, Goethean reflects Prof. 
Hewitt’s interest hymnology. writes finis the erroneous belief that 
the hymn ‘‘Purer yet and Purer’’ (by Anna Bennett) was translated from 
the German Goethe. 


The fourth essay, Annemarie Sauerlander, Goethe’s Relation 
Music, enjoyable and readable synopsis this often discussed problem, 
while the fifth essay, Clemens Brentano und Giovanni Battista Basile 
Margarete Wagner discusses the very close relation Brentano Basile 
with respect the former’s Italian Novellen. The relationship extends farther 
beyond mere hints ideas and plots than has been generally assumed. 


The last contribution entitled Lessingiana Americana, 
Willard Daetsch. Presented without any explanatory comment, this 
bibliography would seem complete list works, translations, and 
critical studies about Lessing which have appeared American print 
from the earliest quite recent times. 


OECHLER 
Cornell University, 
Ithaca, 
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The Pocket Oxford German Dictionary. German-English compiled 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1951. xvi, 222 pp. $2.25. 

The present volume combines partial reworking the Oxford German- 

English Dietionary first published 1946 and, the English-German section, 

new piece work, which also available separately. The small format, the 

use bold-faced Roman type for individual entries, and excellent printing 

make the dietionary handy volume which lends itself ready use, 

Changes the Introduetion and the body the German-English section 
are restricted those which could effected without resort new plates: 
has been added definition Benzin; clarification the 
mechanics used the indication the glottal stop and the break between 
voiced and voiceless consonants appears page vii. Part the Appendixes, 
which the first publication was given over glossary war and political 
terms, has been thoroughly ‘‘denazified’’ and severely The 
heading has been changed Addenda’’, and the original number entries 
has been almost doubled the inclusion words which not appear the 
body the dictionary and additional definitions for some words which are 
already listed. table principal parts for strong and irregular verbs has 
also been added. Unfortunately, however, the compilers did not 
these modifications and additions thorough revision page the 
Introduction, which taken over bodily from the initial edition 1946. 
regrettable also that the suggestions for inflection masculine nouns and 
adjectives after ein-words (Introduction, pp. viii and respectively) have 
not been 

The English-German section the dictionary includes about half many 
entries the German-English, for which the compilers claim approximately 
35,000. The economy the number entries has been achieved, paraphrase 
the words the compiler, the elimination many words and phrases 
needed German-speaking readers English. treatment than usual 
has therefore been given the vocabulary everyday usage and those 
‘functional words’ which bulk largely word-frequency lists.’’ Hence 
find adequate German equivalents for ‘‘television’’, 
pelled’’. Prepared Englishman for Englishmen, the list entries 
not free Anglicisms which would puzzle many American: Strassenbahn 
found only under ‘‘tram’’; Schraubenschlüssel only under 
Wassererhitzer only under ‘‘geyser’’. The usefulness the English-German 
section would extended somewhat some mark identification for strong 
and irregular verbs were verbs which are intransitive are appropriately 
labeled. 


The deficiencies noted above not detract materially from the useful- 
ness the dictionary whole, compact, usable volume which will seldom 
found wanting the American student traveler. The book recommends 
itself particularly for student purchase because its modest cost. 

Indiana University, BERRETT 
Bloomington, Indiana 


REVIEWS 


in German. 


MARK, 


With this text the authors have attempted meet the long-felt need for 


x 


school level only. Their work very 


erience men engaged teaching 
the secondary level. 

A First Course in German contains thirty k us, each planned as a 
one-week unit. After each fifth lesson there review lesson 
objective test the preceding five lessons. The 


the tenth and eleventh, the rules spelling, punctuation, 


th includes 


sons stress 


syllal ation. Thereafter each lesson has two texts with separate word 
lists and questions vocabulary notes, and grammatical notes followed 


es. There are also supplementary reading selections. 


method with 


The material presented inductively 
tention upon the learner. The pupil series 
hich performs; executes commands; engages conversa- 


ils their immediate interests; answers questions based 


others; reads out loud narrative prose and historical 


’ ‘ 


interspersed with conversation; sings songs, recites ‘poetry, 


*; gram- 


ighout the authors present modern living langu 


ions serve only aid the acquisition speaking, 
understanding, writing and reading knowledge it. achieve this aim the 
authors have enhanced their text the functional use numerous and 


tractive photographs and drawings: appealing the eye these center 


the topie under consideration. 


each instance the attention the learner 

In spite of all these features this book has some shortcomings. Too many 
lessons are devoted pronunciation, and usurps some extent the 
function the teacher. also does not cover enough ground. designed 
primarily for thirty-week year, although the school year has thirty-six 
weeks. result numerous grammatical topics, normally covered, are omitted: 
(1) The strong and 
junctions and dependent word order (4) Relative clauses (5) Irregular weak 
verbs; impersonal verbs (6) Introduction the subjunctive, the passive and 


jective (2) Comparison (3) Subordinating con- 


indirect discourse. Furthermore, there are only about one hundred pages 
actual German text exclusive exercises and vocabulary hardly enough 
for one-year may therefore that this text will fulfill the needs 


of a terminal high school course, not those of a college preparatory one. 


Gloucester High School, 
Gloucester, Mass. 


VON DER Magda, edited with Notes, Appendix, and Vocabulary 

Bayard Quincy Morgan. Boston: Ginn and Company, 1951. 273 pp. 
This postwar novel well-written account artist’s experience during 
the last months World War II. While there are some renlistie pictures 
physical conditions the verge defeat, the main interest lies 


the spiritual experience and development the narrator, who happens 


Boston: Heath and Company, 1952. xxiii, 431 pp. 
elementary German grammar the 
abundant 
tion with other 
upon the dialogue 
necdotes, both 
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painter. The author has the rare skill analysing everything, from the 
nature-subjects paintings the innermost thoughts his characters, with 
the sensitiveness the true poet. The novel less depressing than most books 
dealing with war because the narrator reveals busie humanitarian attitude 
and faith that endures spite the barbarism the Nazis and the terrible 
suffering civilians who become the victims modern warfare. Von der 
Vring has subtly woven thread optimism into the story; his chief 
characters all seem possess underlying humane gentleness and charitable 
quality. 

Whether not the novel too long too difficult sustain 
lively interest the part intermediate classes can only determined 
experience. Students who are not very far advanced their study 
the language may conceivably find difficulty interpreting the passages 
which deal subtly and somewhat mystically with the interrelationships the 
central figures; those who master these difficulties will richly rewarded. 
may that, despite the relatively long time required read such novel 
with class, the story itself will prove sufficiently interesting hold their 
attention. 


review this edition must consider the unusual treatment the 
The editor writes: ‘‘The Vocabulary this book von- 
sidered agent instruction rather than easy road finished 
room The Vocabulary supplemented some pages 
notes and paragraphs comprising Word Formaticn 
German.’’ Starred words the Minimum Standard German Vocabulary 
there are 1018 the list ‘‘together with the derivatives them printed 
the MSGV, and compounds obviously. additive meaning are not 
and students are strongly advised get the MSGV dictionary form. The 
student using this may end utter frustration. After having 
learned for year more that should look separable verb, such 
auftauchen, under and not t-, now finds the procedure reversed and the 
meaning given under tauchen. the case word such ergeben will 
look vain the Vocabulary, the Notes, and the four sections the 
Appendix dealing with the prefix er-; perseveres and has the 
will ultimately find the word listed there with reference geben, where 
may eventually run down the meaning. Many words the Vocabulary 
have nothing but question-mark after them, implying that the student 
should attempt figure out the meaning. While the student German must 
learn the techniques word-formation and vocabulary-building, the apparatus 
novel read the intermediate level ought not used almost 
exclusively for this purpose. possible that the wise student will procure 
dictionary and disregard the apparatus this text. Perhaps the reviewer 
has exaggerated these difficulties; but hopes that they will not detract 
from the enjoyment and benefit that can derived from the reading 
very fine novel. 

Smith College, PAUL GRAHAM 
Northampton, Mass. 


REVIEWS 
Novalis, der Dichter der Blauen Blume. Bern Francke 

AG-Verlag, 1951, 361 pp. 

Friedrich von Hardenberg, better known the world his pen 
Novalis, died March 25, 1801, before the completion his twenty-ninth 
year. spite his tragically brief life, only the last three years which 
were productive from literary point view, the German move- 
ment, which was one the spiritual founders, would unthinkable 
many its noblest aspects had not lived enrich it. the eighteenth 
which belonged only small coterie his friends understood 
him; the nineteenth century was puzzled his aphoristie manner and his 
profound Märchen, and approached his Hymns the Night and his prose works 
with only imperfect understanding. During the last fifty years, however, 
important advances have been made the appreciation his writings 
whole and the appraisal this unique seer and mystic. 

significant step was taken with the publication his works the 
critical and complete four-volume edition Paul Kluckhohn, assisted 
tichard Samuel (Leipzig, 1929), and many papers and monographs since 
that time have taken advantage the vistas opened it. Professor Hiebel, 
Austrian birth who has devoted many years research this author 
(two articles him have appeared American journals: Monatshefte, 
December, 1947, and PMLA, September, 1948), goes the honor and 
presenting Novalis coordinated whole and having written this readable 
and meaty account the poet’s brief development and enduring importance. 


name 


Whoever has dealt with Novalis bibliography the last generation has 
been keenly conscious the lack good comprehensive Novalis biography 
despite Dilthey, Obenauer, Pixberg, Imle, Behaim-Schwarzbach, and the sketch 
Kluckhohn his edition the works. Hiebel’s study will fill that need. 
Obviously composed under the spell Steiner’s Novalis als Verkiinder des 
spirituell erfassenden Christentums, Hiebel’s book nevertheless travels its 
own path. This achieved four chapters, which are arranged chronologically 
far practicable. The first deals with his early life and the scanty 
recordings his youth; the second with the aphorisms and with ‘‘magischer 
Idealismus’’; the third with the Märchen (and Sophie); and the last with the 
hymns, the songs, the essay Die Christenheit oder Europa, the novel fragment 
Heinrich von Ofterdingen, and its Blue Flower. this the author writes 
(p. 300): wir nun, was ist die blaue Blume als Wesen, nicht was 
bedeutet sie als Erscheinung, dann miissen wir auf die Tatsache, den Vorgang 
des Pflückens der Wunderblume sehen und sie als ein Geschehnis der Neugeburt 
zum erhöhten Menschentum betrachten. Diese Neugeburt, welcher die 
Menschenseele sich mit dem Göttlichen verbindet, ist die unio sacra, durch 
welche der Mensch der höchsten Freiheit des Gewissens der reinste Träger 
der Liebe wird. Das Pflücken der blauen Blume eröffnet die Wahrnehmung 
des Sinnes des geisterhöhten Menschen, Gottes Wort, der Logos, 
schöpferisch erweckt wird.’’ brief epilogue and over fifty pages notes 
(31 pp.), bibliography (11 pp.) and index conelude There also 
frontispiece. 
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particularly rare pleasure find American scholarship richly 
represented work published Europe work which can recom- 
mended warmly all American scholars interested German Romanticism 
and all American teachers who deal with that subject the classroom. 
When, may ask, will Wackenroder and Friedrich Schlegel treated 
similar fashion! 

University Cincinnati, Epwin 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Faprizius, Wer zuletzt lacht ed. Clair Hayden Bell.. New York: 

Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1952. 163 pp. 

This book contains twenty-two short stories Joe Fabry and Max Knight, 
who write under the joint pen-name Peter Fabrizius.’’ The delightful tales 
have been selected from larger group magazine stories that have 
received wide recognition abroad, This their first appearance America 
text for classroom use. 

They are recommended for reading the elementary German 
classes because the comparatively simple German which they are written. 
very few complicated grammatical constructions them, they 
should not prove too difficult for second-year college third-year high 
school addition, their humor should appeal the average American 
student, and the element suspense found each them should hold the 
interest most Another factor which should also help maintain 
student interest their brevity: one three assignments should sufficient 
complete the reading any one them. And for the conscientious student 
the vocabulary used them will because its up-to-dateness. 

Exercises are included for those teachers who wish use them. The list 
five six idioms which part each exercise commendable feature. 
The exercises also include questions German the story, drills points 
grammar, and connection with few the stories sentences trans 
lated from English into German. the vocabulary words are presented 
related groups. 

For those who feel that there something gained introducing 
the student book which does not have laboriously translated and which 
addition can enjoyed because its light humor Wer zuletzt 
fills real need. 


Shortridge High School, REITER 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Q., and STROTHMANN, W., Shorter German Reading Grammar. 
Boston, New York: Ginn and Company (1952). ix, 241 pp. $3.20. 

The authors this shortened version the well-known Sharp and Strothmann 

German Reading Grammar have sought provide the present work first- 

year book which, while offering all the best features the former text, 

can still completed one semester. pursuing this aim they have reduced 

the number basic vocabulary items fewer than 600 word stems and have 


REVIEWS 


compressed the twenty-four lessons the longer work into thirteen. Since the 
book reading grammar, the authors have purposely selected texts with 
abundance syntactical patterns which give tho student ample practice 
analyzing structural problems and help him develop quickly possible 
what the authors call his ‘‘syntactical maturity.’’ 

take the negative criticisms first, the revision, must said, does 
not always offer briefer presentation grammatical points. The rule for 
the order objects the German sentence is, for example, more simply and 
stated the Sharp and Strothmann book. Some colleagues will take 
issue, quite sure, with the omission the future perfect tense the 
indicative and the subjunctive. Many, too, will doubtless find that compression 
the grammar into thirteen lessons has made the book bit difficult digest. 

the positive side, however, the book has many commendable points. 
Those who like Sharp and Strothmann’s book will pleased see that the 
modals, relatives, and anticipative pronouns have been introduced early 
the Morgan and Strothmann text well, and that the excellent word-building 
exercises, one the best features the earlier text, have been retained. 
The amazing Lesson Sharp and Strothmann, Arbeitslosigkeit und die 
Maschine’’, equalled the present text Lesson VII, und 
Nachfrage,’’ real masterpiece text-writing which presents lucid and 
cogent discussion complicated problem while yet remaining 
within the set limits the vocabulary. The reading selections are general 
high quality and are both lively and summer school students 
Harvard found the ‘‘Historia von Doctor Johann Faust’’ particularly 
interesting. 

Used course which stresses the reading objective alone, the text has 
shown signs being most effective. aural-oral course, the other 
hand, less so, for makes few concessions the conversational objective. 
Here, however, the authors may well reply that they warned their preface. 
find impossible, too, without rushing, cover the material the book 
one semester. the whole, however, the two authors are congratulated 
their achievement, for their book extremely good one. 


Cambridge, Mass. 


Wie sie sehen, selected and ed. Erika Davis, Arthur Gardner, 
William MeClain, Joseph Mileck, Harry Zohn. New York: Henry Holt 
and Co., 1952. 194, exv pp. 


The editors this book attempt meet the old and vexed problem the 
second-year learning plateau. They present graded reader, one starting with 
stories easy enough provide review and re-experiencing the sense 
progress stimulating elementary work. The grading the five sections 
successful, though steep. The first, Altenberg sketches are almost too easy, but 
somewhere the remainder this section the second-year student should have 
reached his depth, and before the end the book may over it. This 
not adverse criticism: worthwhile book without its challenge. 
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Anthologies are bought largely the merits their selections, and this 
novel one. The stories seem have common only the medium prose 
and the covers this book. find subtle, enervating bittersweet Alten 
berg, humor with overtones psychology Polgar and Aesop Kyber, 
post-war pathos and hope Borchert, disillusionment Schaefer (Section 
I); distinguished story Hesse (11); three Keller’s reverently irreverent 
Sieben Legenden (111); Arnim’s rousing Der tolle Invalide (IV); the mystic 
Oriental pessimism Stefan Zweig’s Die Augen des ewigen Bruders (V). 
Obviously there another thing they share: literary merit. Tastes course 
differ. for one not relish the constant alliteration and affected syntax 
the Zweig story, nor think our students (men particular) will take 
its content. Others will disagree violently. inordinately fond the 
Legenden. Some aren’t. But variety (with high quality) the spice 
student interest, this book should serve well. 

Special credit goes Mr. Mileck for the skillful cutting Hesse’s Die 
Marmorsäge. Here the operation, anything, enhances the appeal the 
student suspenseful and moving tale. The appearance the book, except 
for serviceable—vocabulary, remarkably pleasing. 
The prose the text relieved the inclusion poems Morgenstern 
‘‘Trichter,’’ even Nachgesang’’), Rilke and others. 
There are good exercises, and the vocabulary helpfully stars items appearing 
Purin. found only these misprints: 23:30 Affchen; 53.22 extraneous single 
quote; 97.23 das for des; 116.2 Gartens for Garten; 118.10 for ist; 140.1 se; 
Ixxxvi (stossen:) zum dem. 

one really knows book, its mechanics, until has used 
classroom, but some points need correction before the text used and 
before has its (deserved) second printing. vocabulary entry: vortragen 
114.12-13; beschwören 124.23; schaden 128.14; verzagen 132.20; Habsucht 
159.8. Inadequate incorrect entries: sich stellen 86.8; (Lanze) 
einlegen 98.13; ander- (‘‘next’’) 122.13; Natur 
128.9; ein geringes (‘‘a short while’’) 133.25. Surely unvermerkt 87.12 should 
not ‘‘unnoticed.’’ Lauf 126.13 must ‘‘barrel,’’ 
dictated the simile. have grave doubts, and Zweig’s translators, 
about (Vögel) nisteten (friedlich seinem Haar) 160.28 nests in,’’ 
the only suggestion offered the vocabulary. Unfortunate the listing 
for tiefer Ohnmacht schwamm 27.32-33. 
The notes are generally informative and acute, but 17, 23, 
seems poorly chosen word. The emphasis 95, the wrong 
aspect Brunhilde. few oddities need which they not get: 
leben sie doch von 17.1-2; beraubt gehabt 128.3; .nicht 
132.33. 


Dartmouth College, FRANK RYDER 
Hanover, New Hampshire 


| 
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Goethe after Two Centurics, ed. Jr. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 1952, xii, 118 pp. $2.50. 
This collection addresses delivered March 1949 Jan, 1950, Louisiana 
State University commemoration the Goethe Bicentennial. Most the 
contributions are members the faculty the University itself, which 
thus does itself the honor participating event such symbolical 
importance the world the spirit. Two are visiting Germanists: 
stimulating talk the Natural Philosopher’’ and 
Helmut Rehder’s ‘‘The Eternal Goethe.’’ The addresses members the 
various departments are the nature introductions the world Goethe 
seen from the standpoint the speaker. Thus have 
interesting brief presentation ‘‘Goethe Theater Direetor’’ 
Shaver, lucid, straight exposition Goethe’s interest anatomy 
Elinor Behre, sympathetic and informative talk ‘‘Goethe’s Theory 
Color’’ the well-known physicist George Jaffe, 
Utopia’’ (in the Wanderjahre) Erie Voegelin, well 
much less presentations the ‘‘Sociological Aspects Goethe’s 
Works’’ Rudolf Heberle (which consists mainly quotation full 
Urworte. Orphisch) and ‘‘Goethe and Shakespeare’’ John Uhler, 
which the speaker fails mention one the most significant parallels, that 
between the two magi, Prospero and Faust. John Krumpelmann reports 
most interestingly ‘‘The Goethe Bicentennial Frankfurt Main’’ and 
Luise Lenel speaks rather inconelusively about ‘‘Goethe and Schweitzer.’’ 
considerable unevenness. The tendency, the Bicentennial Frankfurt, 
accent Goethe’s interest the various fields natural science. There 
is a happy awareness, however, of the oneness of Goethe’s mind and art, and 
frequent stress his universality. With the possible exception Willoughby’s 
talk, Goethe after Two will hardly great interest professional 
Germanists, but should nonetheless heartily greeted encouraging 


sign America’s cultural coming age. 


Clinton, New York 


Curts, Basic German: Brief Introduction the German: 
Language. New York: Prentice-Hall, 1952. xiv, 129 pp. $2.25. 
this third edition Basic German the original plan remains unaltered: 
grammar statements have been changed significantly only Lesson 
XXIII (subjunctive). Some the German paragraphs have been slightly 
revised, three (XI, XII, XXV) have been replaced new material. The drill 
exercises the twenty-five lessons, the English sentences, and the review 
exercises have been entirely rewritten. set review exercises Lessons 
I-VII has also been added. brief outline English grammatical terms has 
been inserted the Introduction help meet obvious need.’’ This outline, 
one page, both admirably concise and conveniently placed for student 


reference. 
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LEOPOLD, WERNER F., Bibliography of Child Language. Evanston: Northwest 
ern University Press, 1952. 115 pp. $2.00. 


This bibliography, No. the Series Northwestern University 


Studies, is not intended to be cont ete, though ‘*much more comprehensive 
than any that has been published heretofore.’’ The author, ‘‘interested pri 
marily the normal language learning children below school age,’’ has 


nevertheless ‘‘included considerable number titles the speech school 
children, more for the lower grades than for the higher,’’ drawing the line 
between high school and college. Although expects psychologists among 


the chief users of his bibliog: he has sought to avoid the psychologists 


There much 


consideration only psychological liter: 
this critical bibliography that will interest both the linguist and the 
language teacher. 


NO, and LEOPOLD, Werner F., Der Gorilla Goliath (Progressive 


SPANN, 
German Book One). Boston: Heath and Company, 1952. 


ix, pp. 


This the first five new German readers published under the editor 
ship Werner Leopold and Meno Spann (who has replaced the late Professor 
Hagboldt this third series Heath Graded German Readers). Although 
these readers, like those series, key the German words the 
bottom the page where they first and repeat constantly possible 
the new vocabulary, they not any means conform the traditional 
reading text. The edi call new series have 
attempted with consider elementary German text 


humor, satire and appeal the int ent student, and the same time 


do, however, realise the dan 


use reasonably idiomatic German, 


such approach artificiality, superficiality, and childishness 


h ¢ 


generally avoided it, althoug 
successful they have been. The interpolation well taken parody the 


usual reading text this level proves that they have recognized the possibility 
annoyance the part the student. the hands any skillful teacher, 
however, there need be no such danger, for the material covered (from han 


that 


burgers through newspaper photog 


many opportunities for expanding the material and for developing interest 


further German study are provided. additic many useful bits 


information are incorporated into the text, such the difference between 
studieren and lernen, and between Pfund and pound, mention only two. 
Such text can make the teaching German much more enj yable for the 
student and the teacher alike. 

The vocabulary, which includes 514 key words, all but which are 
Purin (70% among the first 1000), drilled not only eonstant repetition, 
but also ten supplementary short reading texts with different subjec 
matter. addition the key words there are some 132 compounds 


derivatives based them. Sentences are not complicated and with the 


REVIEWS 


exception six forms (er war, sie waren, hatte, sie hatten, ich möchte, 
sie möchten), only the present and future forms the verbs are used, and 
hence the text, which ean used after only two three weeks elementary 
German instruction, easily adaptable for conversation. 

There are but few drawbacks this text, apart from the danger 
artificiality mentioned above. The 132 compounds and derivatives are not 
analyzed discussed. The new words the last two three pages are 
and large not repeated, even the supplementary passages. Many other 
words, labeled the editors international (demokratisch, typisch, der Char- 
akter), are not the end vocabulary. This disadvantage, for such words 
often need explanation pronunciation and gender. Such omissions, common 
many the more recent readers this type, make the testing the 
vocabulary and its use conversation unnecessarily difficult. Despite these 
few criticisms, this new series promises one answer the difficult 
problem elementary German readings, and proves that much more can 
accomplished with limited vocabulary than had heretofore been thought 
possible. 


Groton School, James HAWKES 


Groton, Massachusetts 


notes, questions, and vocabulary Siegfried Puknat. New York: The 
Dryden Press, 1952. $2.15. 


Two representative works Ernst Wiechert introduce the American 
student author whose star the ascent. The first the narratives, the 
Hirtennovelle, depicts the life boy from the age six his death 
few years later. this short time there occurs the accidental death his 
father, his securing the job village herdsman, the fight with the rival, 
Laban, the sojourn Tamara, the female artist, the friendship with old 
teacher, and finally the futile attempt lamb from the hands 
soldiers. The second story, Der brennende Dornbusch, relates how 
Andreas suffers draft dodger and his feeling guilt for having killed 
soldier World War The atonement the deed brings the narrative 
close. 

The choice the stories comes most fortunate that both together 
embrace Wiechert’s literary outlook its totality: the author’s intimacy with 
life’s simple realities, the use Biblical matter for literary content, the vivid 
pictures present-day events and skillful portrayal human existence its 
most simple and yet most intense aspects. Siegfried Puknat has also presented 
outstanding introduction the author and his work; well-digested 
and inspiring account. The text augurs well for the future Ernst Wiechert 
among American readers. 


Berea, Kentucky 
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NEUSE, Werner, Deutscher Sprachgebrauch Praktische Stiliibungen. New 

York: American Book Company, 1952. xv, 189 pp. $2.50. 

The pragmatic the only really important one for language text-books. 
This book looks like good one; that has been thoroughly tried out the 
German School Middlebury College assurance realistic and effective 
approach. Designed used third-year college course oral and 
written German students ‘‘who have mastered the elements German 
grammar and have gone through least one full grammar review,’’ this 
book for students who are aggressively interested learning how express 
themselves German and not for those who are content with more less 
adequate reading knowledge satisfying requirement. contains 
mangled German, incorrect incomplete forms confuse, mislead, dis- 
courage and thwart the student. Progress toward surer Sprachgefühl and readi- 
ness self-expression achieved through guided manipulation 
correct German, the soundest pedagogical principles. The devices employed 
are too manifold for enumeration here; most them hinge upon substitution 
words, phrases syntactical groups. The basie patterns are found the 
short texts the beginning each chapter, and the replacements, which 
have definite stylistic significance, are suggested the comments each 
well the vocabulary, which not only defines the words but 
lists idiomatic uses and more less synonymous expressions with differing 
stylistic values. 

very interesting innovation the zur deutschen Stilistik.’’ 
These are simple formulations differences between German and 
English. Lesson Eighteen, for example, points out that the German language 
has the possibility almost unlimited recourse compounding, 
English resorts circumlocutions. This principle then illustrated brief 
quotations from Mann and Kafka (Hesse and Rilke also furnish examples 
other chapters) which are printed parallel the corresponding passages 
standard English translations. Then follow further examples out context 
and exercises, which this particular chapter, seems the present rewiever, 
might have been more extensive. Not every stylistic principle, however, 
incontestable the one cited. The thirteenth principle (p. 92), for example, 
the effect that the German language reveals particular nuance meaning 
word position emphasis particular parts the sentence, whereas 
English must have recourse all kinds transpositions and periphrases 
convey the specific sentence stress, seems involve contrast all: the 
English versions the literary examples seem reveal inadequacies 
translation rather than significant differences the stylistic resources the 
two languages. Such inadequacies, revealed the parallel German-English 
fragments almost every chapter the book, will give occasion for much 
fruitful discussion, will challenge the sensitive student produce better 
English versions and gain keener insight into the nuances German. 
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Annotated Bibliographies Modern-Language Methodology for the Years 
1946, 1957, and 1948. Compiled WILLIAMS, NELSON, 
Ohio State University, 1952. pp. 

This volume fills the gap annual Modern Language Journal bibliographies 

modern-language teaching, suspended with 1945 and reintroduced for 

follows the MLJ style and format, and there attempt emulate 

the fuller abstracts the five-year volumes the American Council 

Education’s Committee Modern Languages, series which the editor 

believes may not resumed. The teacher German who has recourse this 

bibliography will find much material relevant his various problems, not 
only articles and books his own colleagues, but also those teachers 


other languages. 


Frep L., and Elementary German, System- 
atic Approach. Revised Edition. New York: American Book Company 
(1952). xx, 297 pp. $3.00 

Horst. Whitman and Rolleston: Correspondence ed. with introduction 
and notes. Bloomington: Indiana University, 1951. (Indiana University 
Publications, Humantities Series No. 26.) 137 pp. $1.50. 

PETER, and others. Graded German Readers, Alternate Series: 
Books Siz Eight. Boston: Heath and Company (1952). vol. 
$2.00. 

The Martyrdom Silesian 1945-46: Scenes from the Passion 
Silesia. Munich: Kirchliche 1950. 128 pp. 

The New York State Federation Foreign Language Teachers. Language 
Federation Bulletin. Vol Nos. 10. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


FILMS 

GERMAN 
For You 


HOW 
FINANCE 
SHOWINGS 


when special funds 
are unavailable for 


film rentals: 


1. Charge a sub- 
scription fee to stu- 
dents and visitors. 


2. Large attendance 
or shared cost by 
entire dept. or sev- 
eral depts. can keep 
cost low. 


3. Rent films for 
entire school week 
and arrange sharing 
it with other schools 
in system. Rental 
charge for entire 
school week only 
twice daily rate. 


LE 
tandos 


FILM CLASSIC: 


00000 
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German teachers everywhere are making increas- 
ing use 16mm Sound Films supplementary 
teaching aids. Films can affectively used 
special feature your curriculum. They are enter- 
taining and informative aids bringing the culture 
and history Germany your students. Here 
list German Film Classics: 


THE MARRIAGE FIGARO. First and only authen- 

tic complete version film Mozart’s famous opera. 

Based the celebrated story Beaumarchais, the 

opera sung German world-renowned cast, 

including Erna Berger, Tiana Lemnitz, Margarete 

Klose and Eugen Fuchs. Music performed the 

Berlin State Orchestra. The acting cast includes 

Angelika Hauff Susanna and Willi Domgraffass- 

bender Figaro. Georg Wildhagen directs. 

"This Mozart opera brought admirably the screen” 
Nat. Board of Review. 

photographed, handsomely costumed and clearly 
recorded” - - N. Y. Herald Tribune. 

103 Min. Rental, apply 


SOMEWHERE BERLIN. Gerhard Lamprecht’s story 
children and their lives the aftermath war. 
Written and directed the author the famous 
pre-war And The 

Min. Rental, apply. 

CHRISTINA. story the Thirty Years War. The 
adventures young girl who disguises herself 
man, and joins the opposition forces, spy. 

Min. Rental, apply. 

DER HAUPTMANN VON KOEPENICH (The Captain 
From Koepenich). Reissue one the great classics 
German cinema, now available 16mm last! 
The story, based Carl Zuckmayer’s stage hit, 
satirizes the idolatry the uniform. Produced and 
directed Richard Oswald, with Max Adalbert, Willi 
Schur, and Herman Vallentin. 

tragic comedy directed against all mankind where uni 
form counts more than the men who salute Academy 
Motion Pictures and Science. 
New York Critics’ Award Foreign Film Year’ 


Min. Rental, apply for 16mm 35mm rental 
rates. Indicate whether not admission charged. 


Write for German Film List No. 


BRANDON FILMS, INC. 


Dept. 200 West 57th New York 19, New York 


Western Cinema Guild, 290 7th St., San Francisco 18, Calif 
(rentals for the Western States) 
Film Center, Inc., 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. 
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erman texts... 
BLAUTH RODERBOURG: mir was! 


elementary German reader containing anecdotes, fairy tales, 
legends, stories, novel, and biography adapted from the works 
famous German authors. 


MORGAN STROTHMANN: Shorter Read- 
ing Grammar. one-semester introductory course designed 
acquaint students with the common pattern written German. 


NAUMANN: First Readings German Masterpieces. 
Selections from German literature presented their original form 
and giving good background German culture. Well equipped 
with footnotes. 


GINN AND COMPANY soston 


SALES OFFICES: NEW YORK CHICAGO ATLANTA 


UNIVERSITY OF. COLORADO 


Summer School the Rockies 


MODERN LANGUAGE HOUSE 


French German Spanish 


Daily practice conversation 


One director for every seven students 
First Term: June July 
Second Term: July August 
For descriptive bulletins write 
STUART CUTHBERTSON 
Dept. Modern Languages, Div. 


University Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 
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Three distinctive texts BIHL 


Wayne University 


1953 PUBLICATION 


Deutschen Landen 


For second-year students cultural reader highest quality— 
book remarkably rich content, simple style, and easily 
understandable. Using geography interesting and un- 
usual starting point, introduces the student the cultural 
features German-speaking Europe. Numerous maps illus- 
trate the text; every chapter followed useful summary; 
and persons and places historical, political scientific 


importance are listed index. 


German One: Cultural Approach 


German One teaches reading, writing, and speaking and 
gives very thorough coverage German grammar. The 
student first meets the new subject matter, grammar, and 
vocabulary the cultural reading. The grammar then 


analyzed, and oral and written exercises provide intensive 


drill the new material. 


v 


Altagsdeutsch Everyday German 


This text familiarizes the student with the common expressions 
spoken German through carefully selected phrase list. 
provides basis for discussion pertinent conversations 
which these expressions are used, and acquaints the student 
with the social and intellectual level German-speaking 


Central Europe. 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO DALLAS SAN FRANCISCO 
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JUGENDPOST 


Periodical For Students German 
Since 1938 


Published monthly, except June, July, August and September. Edited and 
written by E. P. Appelt and A. M. Hanhardt of the University of Rochester, 
and Adelaide Biesenbach, Madison High School, Rochester, New York. 


New, Handy Format 


Notebook Size --- Eight Pages 


FEATURING MORE ARTICLES ROMAN TYPE 


For Your German Classes 
Non-Fictional Reading 
For Every Student --- Minimum Cost 


Postpaid Subscription Rates 
SINGLE SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 COPIES, 15c 


Special Rates 


(Valid only when all copies are sent one parcel one address) 


Issues, October May 


more subscriptions cents per subscription 


Detailed List of Subscription Rates, Handy Order Blank, 
and Free Sample Copy Mailed on Request 


JUGENDPOST 237-39 Andrews St. Rochester N.Y 
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ESSENTIALS READING GERMAN: 
Grammar, Usage, and Selected Readings 


LOUIS VRIES and ALFRED KEHLENBECK, 
both State College. completely practical presentation 
the basic essentials necessary for reading German accurately. While 
major point German grammar left out, only those essentials 
for reading are stressed. Part the form handbook rather 
than that formal textbook. Those essentials grammar which 
are necessary unravel German sentence are presented units 
and terms their purely functional value for reading. Part 
consists exercises various phases sentence structure. Part 
III provides variety reading materials and vocabularies that 
will help the student with general interests well the student 
scientific and technical subjects. This section contains connected 
reading matter certain areas, and selected sentences others. 


available Feb. 272 pp. $3.50 


ELEMENTARY 
GERMAN SCIENCE READER 


PAUL STRAUBINGER, California. Designed 
serve introduction scientific German the elementary 
level, this book may used supplementary reader conjunction 
with the study formal grammar. Since the text provides basic 
vocabulary for the reading scientific German, may also used 
the second third semester level for rapid reading for outside 
reading assignments. The reading material has been carefully 
graded that can used very early stage elementary 
work while introducing the fundamentals German grammar 
gradually and systematically. The first ten lessons deal primarily 
with physics, the second ten lessons stress chemistry, and the final 
ten treat various aspects the biological science. 


101 pp: $1.90 


RINEHART COMPANY 
232 Madison Avenue, New York 
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COLBY COLLEGE 
SUMMER SCHOOL LANGUAGES 


French German 
Italian Russian Spanish 


Intensive courses the college level 
Six semester hours transfer credit 
Small classes, individual instruction 
Experienced native bilingual faculty 
Friendly instructor student relations 
Grouping dormitories languages 
Use records, phonographs, recorders 
Language tables, films, parties, outings 
Beautiful new campus and Maine scenery 


For Catalog, Address 
Prof. John McCoy, Director, Waterville, Maine 


The University North Carolina 
Studies Germanic Languages and Literatures 


Have ready for distribution Volumes and 


Vol. James O'Flaherty: Unity and Language: 
Study the Philosophy Johann George Hamann. 
121 pp. Cloth $3.00; Paper $2.50; Postpaid. 
Professor O'Flaherty of Wake Forest illuminates ‘‘the thought of the most 
enigmatic writer since Lao-tze and Herakleitos” (Walter Lowrie in his Intro- 
ductory Note). 
Vol. Sten Flygt: Friedrich Hebbel’s Conception 
Movement the Absolute and History. 
100 pp. Cloth $3.00; Paper $2.50; Postpaid. 


This study by Professor Flygt of Muhlenberg College makes necessary a 
radical revision of the orthodox view of Hebbel’s conception of the historical 
process. 

Vol. Richard Kuehnemund: Arminuius The Rise 
National Symbol. 
XXX and 122 pp. Cloth and Postpaid $3.50. 


Professor Kuhnemund of Princeton presents a comprehensive treatment of 
the role of Arminius in German literature and in German national life 
(From Hutten to Grabbe). 


Please address orders to the Managing Editor of the Series: 
Prof. Coenen, Box 537, Chapel Hill, 
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Heu 
EMIL UND DIE DETEKTIVE 
FOUR PARTS 


Now, for the first time, this favorite film boyhood paralleling Erich 
classic story the same name available four parts. Especial- 
suited classroom showing concurrent with reading text, each part 


has running time minutes. Rental $4.75 per part. 


SYNOPSIS EACH PART 


Part Emil Goes Berlin: The 
film opens Emil and two 
friends who are dressing statue 
look like the local policeman. 
appearance the policeman, 
Emil runs home, packs bag, 
boards the train for Berlin his 
mother gives him all sorts 
advice. the train Emil given 
drugged candy, and while 
dreams, the thief steals his money. 


Part Detectives Action. 
Around the campfire the vac- 
ant lot, the detectives plan their 
course action. They entice the 
bellhop cross the street and 
make him proposition. Emil gets 
into the bellhop’s suit and enters 
the hotel spy the thief. Emil 
discovers the thief room 
and throws note out the win- 
dow. Later joins the detectives 
and they smoke peace pipe. 


Part Emil Meets The Gang. 
Awakening Emil misses the mon- 
ey, hurries off the train, and 
meets the gang. Five detectives 
are chosen and funds raised. The 
detectives follow the thief his 
hotel and settle vacant lot 
nearby while the Flying Stag 
takes note Grandma explain- 
ing Emil the warpath. 


Part The Thief Caught. Emil 
takes the thief his breakfast and 
ordered out the room. 
the meantime, the detectives have 
gathered with large reinforce- 
ments and when the thief steps 
out the hotel, they follow him. 
Then follows the capture the 
thief, visit the police station, 
and the triumphal return Emil 
and some his friends Neu- 
stadt. 


The film well made and faithfully reproduces the story. Enunciation 
clear and not too rapid easily understood second semester 
students, Joint use film and text permits student read the story, then 
reinforce his impressions vocabulary and idiom the audio-visual 
presentation. 

Full length version Emil Und Die Detektive also available following 
rentals: During January and February $17.50; March through 
June $22.50. New prints available for purchase Film Libraries and 
Departments German complete version four part version. Prices 
application. (No admission may charged any showing.) 
WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENT NEW 
GERMAN SERIES RELEASED SOON. 


International Film Bureau, Inc. 
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SUMMER EUROPE, 1953 


Mayrhofen International Summer Session, conducted the 
University Innsbruck and the Austrian League the U.N.; 
richly varied lecture, social, sports program international 
community; lectures German and English; refresher courses 
for teachers German. Choice four sessions, days all- 
inclusive $80.00 


Alpbach European Forum, conducted the Austrian College 
Society, with experts European and international affairs; 
lectures and seminars German and English. Stimulating 
cultural, social, sports program. Aug. 15—Sept. all- 

$80.0 


Nine Countries, led Prof. Siegfried Muller, Ph.D., Chair- 
man, Languages and Literatures Division, Adelphi College; 
France, Switzerland, Austria (Mayrhofen) Italy, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland, London, Edinburgh; July 11—Aug. 30..$1150.00 


Other Interesting Group Tours From $550.00 
Individual Itineraries Planned 


LABORDE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 
Sponsored Cooperative Bureau for Teachers 
1776 Broadway, New York 19, 7-7225 


Oxford University Press 
German Texts 


ESSENTIAL GERMAN Hauch 
$2.50 1943 


HERMANN UND DOROTHEA ed. F.W.C. Lieder 
(OXFORD GERMAN SERIES) 
$2.75 1917 


Goethe’s DIE LEIDEN DES JUNGEN WERTHERS 
ed. Ernst Feise (OXFORD GERMAN SERIES) 
$3.00 1914 


DEUTSCHE KULTUR: EIN LESEBUCH 
ed. Steinhauer 
$3.50 1939 


GRADED GERMAN SHORT STORIES ed. Curtis Vail 
$2.65 1941 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc. 
114 Fifth Avenue New York 
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Sound 
Motion 
Picture 


For 
Teaching 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 
The University Wisconsin announces set sound 
motion-picture films entitled: 


THE GERMAN LANGUAGE 


set four films graded difficulty. Each film varies from 
minutes length. Series designed specially teach 
pronunciation and intonation. 


Dialogues first presented naturally. Each statement then repeated 
four times with side view the speaker, with front view, 
with close-up show lip action and behavior face muscles, 
with German text giving student opportunity speak unison 
with sound track. 

Speaking Wolfgang and Eva Roeseler young, educated 
natives North Central Germany America less than six 
months time filming. 


Scripts Murray Fowler (Comparative Philology and Lin- 
guistics) and Lester Seifert (German), University Wisconsin, 
with criticisms and suggestions from members the German 
Department. 

Produced the University Wisconsin, Extension Division, 
Bureau Visual Instruction; direction Engel; pho- 
tography Martin Lobdell. 


Wittich, Director 

Bureau Visual Instruction, University Extension Division 

1312 West Johnson Street, Madison Wisconsin 

The entire set mm, B&W, sound motion-picture films may 
purchased for total cost $165.00. 


wish purchase 


wish rent the following films $2.50 each for one use: 


GERMAN 


LANGUAGE FILM NO. GERMAN LANGUAGE FILM NO. 


Min. 
All the basic sounds of German are 
pronounced in simple sentences using 
present tense. Subject: arrival in Ger- 
many of a friend from America. 


Date Desired. . 


GERMAN LANGUAGE FILM NO. 
Min. 


All the basic sounds of German are 
pronounced in simple sentences using 
various tenses. Subject: departure for 
a skiing trip. 


Date Desired 

Send Bill To: 
NAME 

ADDRESS 


19 Min. 
All the basic sounds of German are 
pronounced in sentences of different 
structural types using various tenses. 
Subject: picnic students are planning 
for the following day. 


Date Desired .... 


GERMAN LANGUAGE FILM 
Min. 

All the basic sounds German are 

pronounced in sentences of highly 

complex structural types. Subject: 

building of a new house. 


Date Desired 
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THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


AVAILABLE NOW 


for your students 


CERTIFICATE MERIT 


for excellence two-year, three-year, 
and four-year course German 


— u 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 


aworded 


For Outstanding Achievement in a 


Course in German 


Especially designed Robert Nelson, nationally known designer, 
and printed colors Genuine Parchment Double-Weight Paper. 


Eligibility Requirements: 


eligible for the award. student must have average 
least percent his studies German. 


Not more than percent the members any one class may 
the award. The maximum number students from any 
one class who may receive the award five. 


Certificates are available only schools which least one 
member the faculty member the A.A.T.G. 
PRICE: $.35 each for $1.00 
plus postage 
Allow weeks for delivery 
Obtainable from 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 
Edgar Hemminghaus, Treasurer 
Hunter College 
695 Park Avenue New York 21, 
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Study Travel 
GERMANY 
DAYS All Expense $650. 


Sponsored the University Washington 


Includes round trip steamer from New York 
Montreal, month study the University 
Munich and travel through the Rhineland and 
France. Local excursions various points 
interest Germany. $35 University Washing- 
ton fee additional. Group limited students 
and younger teachers with German study major 
and /or knowledge the language. 

Optional 21-day extension trip through Italy, 
Switzerland, and France $325 additional. 

University credit through both the University 
Munich and the University Washington all 
levels. 


Other trips offered all parts Europe, Mexico, 
South America, and the Orient. 


“America’s Foremost Organization for Educational 
Travel” 


545 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 2-6544 
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Py 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY xiv 


THE FRENCH REVIEW 


Published six times year 
the 
Amer. Teachers French 


Literary and Pedagogical Articles 

Phonetic Discussions 

Book Reviews 

News Interest Teachers the 
French language and literature 


$3.00 year Libraries $3.00 


Editor-in-Chief 
Brooklyn College 
address correspondence 


1309 Carroll Street 
Brooklyn, 


Send Check to Advertisers write 
GEORGE B. WATTS H.THAYER HEATON 


Sec.-Treas. 415 Lexingten Ave. 
Davidson College New York 17, 
Davidson, N.C. N. Y. 


“The outstanding general journal of 
modern language teaching in the United 
States.” 


THE MODERN 
LANGUAGE JOURNAL 


brings to its readers every month stimu- 
lating and helpful articles on methods, 
materials, pedagogical research, publica- 
tions and textbooks in the field. 


Edited by Julio del Toro, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Pub- 
lished by the National Federation of 
Modern Language Teachers Associations. 


Eight issues a year, monthly except 
June, July, August, and September. Cur- 
rent subscription, $4.00 a year. Foreign 
— $4.50 a year net in U.S.A. 
unds. 


Sample copy on request 


The Modern Language Journal 


Stephen L Pitcher, Business Manager 


7144 Washington Avenue 
ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 


The Official Quarterly 
the 
American Association 
Teachers Spanish and 
Portugese 


Published February, May, 
August, and November. Sub- 
scription, $3.00 year. For 
sample copies and information 
about subscription and mern- 
bership the 
write the Secretary-Treasur- 
er, Laurel Turk, Pauw 
University, Greencastle, Indi- 

Articles, news notes, and 
books for review should 
sent the Editor, Donald 
Walsh, The Choate School, 
Wallingford, Connecticut. For 
advertising rates, write the 
Advertising Manager, George 
Cushman, The Choate 
School, Wallingford, Connecti- 
cut. 


Wanted! 


BACK NUMBERS 


THE 
GERMAN QUARTERLY 


replenish stock 
$3.00 for both 

NOVEMBER, 1929, ISSUE 

and 
MAY, 1937, ISSUE 
Please communicate immediately 

with 

HEMMINGHAUS 


The German Quarterly 
Hunter College 


695 Park Ave. 
New York 21, 
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BASIC GERMAN Third Edition 


Curts, Wesleyan University 
Features the New Edition include: 
New drill exercises and review questions; new introductions the 
definitions English grammatical terms; grammatical 
statements added clarity. 
German paragraphs are lively, interesting narrative 
considerable variety, with some humorous elements. 
The early introduction verb conjugations enables the student 
read simple German texts after the first few lessons. 
Alphabetical listing vocabulary and idioms each chapter. 
Limited vocabulary allows concentration the principles 
grammar. 


130 pages February 1952 


DEUTSCHE KULTUREPOCHEN 


ARNO SCHIROKAUER, Johns Hopkins University; 
GEORGE NORDMEYER, Yale University; and 
MURRAY PEPPARD, College 
ideal reader for intermediate and advanced German courses, 
this book contains twelve essays covering fields that are non- 
fictional; music, psychology, medicine, literature, philosophy, 
science. 
Presents German cultural history for the past twelve centuries 
the light its significance for the world today. 
Teaching aids include: 
visible vocabulary that can placed beside each reading 
selection; extensive notes English that clarify points history, 
place names, etc.; wide choice carefully prepared exercise 
material. 
Send for Your Copies Today 


NEWS FROM 


HOLT 


REVISED EDITION 


German Review 
ROBERT RÖSELER 


German Review, originally published Holt 
1941, all reports the No. best seller 
review grammars the market. 


Teachers second-level classes (2nd and 3rd 
semester college), will welcome the news that 
Professor Röseler has turned over his publishers 
thorough revision the text. The new book will 
brought out March. 


RETAINED: (1) the double-page spread for the 
lesson paradigms and exposition visible glance 
while exercises are being prepared; (2) most the 
paradigms and lists, and the invaluable reference 
appendix. 


NEW FEATURES: (1) 35% new exercises 
for units otherwise unchanged; (2) new reviews, 
with very brief, expertly chosen illustrative readings 
from Storm, Heyse, Stifter, Hesse, Thomas Mann 
and other great writers; (3) new units Pro- 
nominal Compounds and Conjunctions; (4) added 
review exercises for the modals, prepositions with the 
dative, prepositions with the accusative, etc.; (5) 
corrections and improvements, throughout, suggested 
scores teachers now using the original edition. 


Coming March 


